
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
First Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, February 26, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our 
Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be 
baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our 
Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of 
life to nourish us for the days ahead. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love, 
Grace, Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, city and all creation. 

 

Welcome 

We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing, and center yourself on the presence of 
God here today. Let the congregation and this bulletin guide you and follow along as you are able. 
Join us after the service for refreshments. We look forward to meeting you. Due to the new city 
ordinance, please wear your mask at all times. Regardless of vaccination status.  

 

Visitor 

Please complete the attendance card located in the pew, you may also include a prayer, concerns, 
and other information you would like the church to know. If you are interested in meeting with 
pastor, learning more about or community or becoming a member, please make a note on the 
card. 

Music 

If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are able and don’t worry about getting it right. Just 
praise. 

Children are Welcomed Here 

Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are welcome 
in our church; these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s presence. Children may find 
crayons and coloring sheets helpful during worship, you can find some in our narthex. 

 

Holy Communion 

The congregation will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. All are welcome no matter 
your background. Both wine and grape juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at the table. Due to 
covid we ask that when you stand at the rail you keep 3-6 feet from others. Once you have 
received communion, please go back to your seat using the far left or right walkways. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRELUDE The Old Rugged Cross arr. Benton Price     Ma-Li Lin 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 

GATHERING SONG           (ELW 326) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.   
Amen. 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the 
devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your 
word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The congregation is invited to be seated.  

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
A reading from Genesis. 
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and one another. 
The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only 
that they were naked. 
 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the LORD 
God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 



 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 
die.’ ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 32 
Refrain: Mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. R 

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is put away! 
Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
  because of my groaning all day long. 
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. R 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not conceal my guilt. 
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
  I will guide you with my eye. R 
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart. R 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 
A reading from Romans. 
Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which we cannot free 
ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life. 

Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death 
spread to all because all have sinned—sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not 
reckoned when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over 
those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to 
come. 
  



But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, 
much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the 
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion 
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by the one man’s disobedience the 
many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable proclaiming the word of God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures the 
testing of the evil one. 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days 
and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written,  
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.     The congregation is invited to be seated.  
 



SERMON            Pastor Marc Mohr 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY            (ELW 325) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES' CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and wisdom to 
bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of administration. Counsel all who 
faithfully lead your people into the future. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of every living creature. 
Bless those who work in fields and orchards, that the world is nourished by the fruits of their 
labor. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in them a sense of your 
justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all the regions and nations of the 
world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany all refugees and 
immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of trouble, trauma, or illness, surround 
your people with your steadfast love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Care for those who 
tend to the needs of others, especially worship greeters, coffee hour hosts, and nursery attendants. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age. Unite our prayers with 
theirs, until our wilderness journey is complete, and we rest in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For what else shall we pray for?    We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 
whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS      The congregation is invited to be seated. 

 

The usher will now pass with the offering plate. 
 
MUSIC Make Me a Servant  arr.Carl Seal        Ma-Li Lin 

 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and 
life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 
 
 
 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts and 
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that,  
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to 
the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, 
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with 
those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen 
those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG            (ELW 618) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  More Love to Thee, O Christ  arr.Donald Lee Moore   Ma-Li Lin 

 

 



 

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

Special Prayer: 

God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom to choose peace over war, dialogue over conflict. 
Comfort those who are in fear and are caught in the middle of the conflict.  

 
For healing: 

Sandy, Patrick Tapia, Sylvia Goulden, David Dias 

 
For trust in your mercy: 

Jason Meadows 

 
For wholeness and well-being: 

Xavier Cruz, Diana Lamey, Ray Hambleton, Roy Stone, Bill Richards 

 
For strength and healing in fighting cancers: 

Barbara "B" Wilke, Beverly Harris, Jennifer Yates, Johnny Birge, Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, Sam 
Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh 

 
For hopefulness and strength: 

The family of Crystal Dawn Zoglind, Marcia, Raoul Tapia & Family, Bruce Galsim sons Xavier 
Lorenzo & Linus Sebastian 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 
 

Memorial Candles are lit in memory of: 

Crystal Dawn Zoglind, Elizabeth Woodbury, Raul Scott Salas, Raoul Tapia Sr. 

 

As a reminder, this community is inclusive and welcomes all of God's people. The rainbow candelabra 
located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the 

LGBTQ+ community.  

The paschal candle located at the entrance of the sanctuary is used by our congregation as the 
welcoming light of Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as light to the 

world. 

If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office. 
hollyluth@sbcglobal.net (323)667-1212 

Names normally remain on our list for a month or it’s removed before by request. 
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

101st Year, 
 

We are a congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

Email: hollyluth@sbcglobal.net Phone: (323)667-1212 
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net Youtube:HLCstudios 

 
In Today’s Liturgy 

 

Sermon: Pastor Marc Mohr 
Assisting Minister: Bill Richards 

Lector: Phyllis Lundine 

 

_________________________________________ 

Plants are given to the glory of God 
 

Upcoming Calendar at a glance 

Food Pantry Delivery on Mondays 8:00 am 
Food Pantry Distribution on Wednesdays 10:00am-1:00pm 
Mariposa Ministry March 19th (3rd Saturday of the month) 

• The HLC Food Pantry serves over 100 families a week. Please see Tom Scott for the next 
opportunity to lend your support or volunteer. 

• Mariposa Ministry is always accepting letter writing volunteers, any help would make a 
difference. Every 3rd Saturday of the month is when they all get together to write letters. Please see 
David Conrad for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

HOLDEN EVENING 

  

Thursday, March 2nd       Soup Supper 6:00 pm         Prayer 7:00 pm                                

Thursday, March 9th        Soup Supper 6:00 pm         Prayer 7:00 pm 

Thursday, March 16th      Soup Supper 6:00 pm         Prayer 7:00 pm 

Thursday, March 23rd     Soup Supper 6:00 pm         Prayer 7:00 pm 

Thursday, March 30th      Soup Supper 6:00 pm         Prayer 7:00 pm 

  

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

  

Thursday, April 6th          Soup Supper 6:00 pm          Prayer 7:00 pm 

  

  

We will join in prayer and song each Thursday evening in Lent,  

to strengthen one another in faith and hope. 

  

  

  

  

  

Book Launch, Reading, & Signing 

  

Lincoln and Rachmaninoff Walk Into a Bar 

A climate change novella 

By Cherie Magnus 
  

Saturday, March 25, 1:00pm.  
A mini piano concert by Dr. Sergei Silvansky. 

  
  

Free. All welcome. 
 

 

 


