
 
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 10, 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the 
promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s 
gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to 
him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes 
the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when 
we are dying. 
 



 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love, 
Grace, Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, city and all creation. 

 
Welcome 

We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, 
sing, and center yourself on the presence of God 
here today. Let the congregation and this bulletin 
guide you and follow along as you are able. Join us 
after the service for refreshments. We look forward 
to meeting you. Mask: we ask that if you aren’t 
feeling well, have a cold, or cough, have been 
around someone that is sick, or simply feel like 
something is coming on, please wear a mask. It 
takes a little effort from everyone in order to stay 
safe and healthy. 

Visitor 

Please complete the attendance card located in the 
pew, you may also include prayer, concerns, and 
other information you would like the church to 
know. If you are interested in meeting with the 
pastor, learning more about our community, or 
becoming a member, please make a note on the 
card. 

Music 

If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are 
able, and don’t worry about getting it right. Just 
praise. 

Children are Welcomed Here 

Children enrich our worship experience. The 
sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are 
welcome in our church; these sounds are a true gift 
and remind us of God’s presence. Children may 
find crayons and coloring sheets helpful during 
worship, you can find some in our narthex. 

Holy Communion 

The congregation will be celebrating Holy 
Communion this morning. All are welcome no 
matter your background. Both wine and grape 
juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at the 
table. In an effort to keep everyone safe and 
healthy, we ask that you stand 3 feet from others.  

 
 
 
 

This Morning Worship Service Begins With 
 
PRELUDE               Michael Anderson 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 
In Today’s Liturgy 

 

Sermon: Pastor Keith Youngblood 
Assisting Minister:  Ted Goulet 

Lector: Karla Richards 

_________________________________________ 

Plants are given to the glory of God. 



GATHERING SONG                    (ELW 335) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                  (ELW 847) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and 
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may 
reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
The congregation is invited to be seated.  

 

FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9 
A reading from Numbers. 
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and grumble. They forget about the 
salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a 
means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole. 

4From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 
is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray 
to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the 
LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is 
bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; 
and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
Refrain: You deliver your people from their distress. R 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good,  
for God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
 3gathering them in from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
  through their sins they were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door. 
 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 
  and you delivered them from their distress. R 
 20You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy. R 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 
A reading from Ephesians. 
While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ Jesus. We are saved not by what 
we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course 
of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 
those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, 
following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 
everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 
5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no 
one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             (ELW p. 142) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 3:14-21 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture passage quoted in today’s 
first reading. Just as those who looked upon the bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ 
lifted up on the cross. 

Jesus said 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name 
of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But 
those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds 
have been done in God.” 
 



The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.       The congregation is invited to be seated.  

 
SERMON               Pastor Keith Youngblood 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY            (ELW 666) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of 
creation, and a world in need. 

Gracious God, your love unites. Give vision to the global church and foster cooperation in 
mission. Increase inter-religious understanding and ecumenical dialog. Make your church a 
sanctuary for all fleeing persecution, disaster, and war. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, your love enlivens. Restore balance to the earth’s fragile habitats. Preserve 
wilderness lands, rainforests, and wildlife. Cleanse oceans and rivers. Make us good stewards 
of the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Righteous God, your love liberates. We give thanks for those who courageously witness to 
your liberating love. Free all people from the evils of racism, religious strife, and hatred. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Merciful God, your love heals. Care tenderly for all whose loved ones perished from 
pandemic disease in every nation. Strengthen health care workers, first responders, and 
caregivers. Relieve all who live with chronic illness and pain. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Incarnate God, your love enlightens. Open our hearts and minds to fresh understandings of 
our faith. Deepen our love for you and for one another. Teach us to pray for our enemies. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Abiding God, your love saves. Those who died in the faith are made alive in Christ. We give 
thanks for your promise that we also will be raised to newness of life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

For what shall we pray for today?        We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared. 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS        The congregation is invited to be seated. 

  
Special music by Michael Anderson & David Conrad 

The usher will now pass with the offering plate. 
 



OFFERING            (ELW p. 144) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           (ELW p. 144) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are they who are called to His table."  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION SONG           (ELW p. 146) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our 
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 
 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to 
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 



SENDING SONG            (ELW 504) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

Special Prayer: 
God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom to 

choose peace over war, dialogue over conflict. 
Comfort those who are in fear and are caught in the 

middle of the conflict.  
For healing: 

Valerie Stewart, Steve Reid, Cecilia Ortega, Karla 
Richards 

For trust in your mercy: 
Sherry Bond & Family 

For wholeness and well-being: 
Roy Stone, Javier Cruz 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: 
 Robin Ardinger, Ashlyn ( Raoul's niece), Jennifer 
Yates, Johnny Birge, Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, 

Sam Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh 
For hopefulness and strength: 

Rockwell-Juarez Family, Agar Family 
For all people in the military who are deployed or 

serving our country. 
Memorial Candles are lit in memory of: 

Jacqueline Haydee Rockwell, Doug Agar 

 
As a reminder, this community is inclusive and welcomes all of God's people. The rainbow candelabra located on 
the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.  

 

Our congregation uses the paschal candle located at the entrance of the sanctuary as the welcoming light 
of Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as light to the world. 

If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office. 
hollyluth@sbcglobal.net (323)667-1212 

Names normally remain on our list for a month or it’s removed before by request. 

 

 
 

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
102nd Year, 

 

We are a congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
Pastor: Keith Youngblood Email: Pastoryoungbloodhlc@yahoo.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday 11:00 am – 6:00 pm  
Email: hollyluth@sbcglobal.net Phone: (323)667-1212 

Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net Youtube:HLCstudios 
 

Special Dispensation 
Pastor Keith Youngblood, as a candidate for ordained ministry in the ELCA, has been 

authorized by Bishop Brenda Bos of the Southwest California Synod, 
to preside at Holy Communion today. 

 
Upcoming Calendar at a glance 

Food Pantry Delivery  Mondays 8:00 am 
Food Pantry Distribution  Wednesdays 10:00am-1:00pm 

Mariposa Ministry March 16th (3rd Saturday of the month) 

• The HLC Food Pantry serves over 100 families a week. Please see Tom Scott for the next 
opportunity to lend your support or volunteer. 

• Mariposa Ministry is always accepting letter writing volunteers, any help would make a 
difference. Every 3rd Saturday of the month is when they all get together to write letters. Please see David 
Conrad for details. 



 

 

 


