20th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 23, 2022

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all around us.
All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people shall be accounted
righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For this we worship and glorify God
forever.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, city and all creation.
Welcome
We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing, and center yourself on the presence of
God here today. Let the congregation and this bulletin guide you and follow along as you are able.
Join us after the service for refreshments. We look forward to meeting you. Due to the new city
ordinance, please wear your mask at all times. Regardless of vaccination status.
Visitor
Please complete the attendance card located in the pew, you may also include a prayer, concerns,
and other information you would like the church to know. If you are interested in meeting with
pastor, learning more about or community or becoming a member, please make a note on the
card.
Music
If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are able and don’t worry about getting it right. Just
praise.
Children are Welcomed Here
Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are welcome
in our church; these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s presence. Children may find
crayons and coloring sheets helpful during worship, you can find some in our narthex.
Holy Communion
The congregation will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. All are welcome no matter
your background. Both wine and grape juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at the table. Due to
covid we ask that when you stand at the rail you keep 3-6 feet from others. Once you have
received communion, please go back to your seat using the far left or right walkways.

PRELUDE

Janet Weber
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

GATHERING SONG Blest Be the Tie That Binds (ELW 656)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.
Amen.

KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting forgiveness.
Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
A reading from Jeremiah.
In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of their ancestors. They
appeal to God to remember the covenant, to show forth God’s power, and to heal their land by sending lifegiving rain.

Although our iniquities testify against us,
act, O LORD, for your name’s sake;
our apostasies indeed are many,
and we have sinned against you.
O hope of Israel,
its savior in time of trouble, why should
you be like a stranger in the land,
like a traveler turning aside for the night?
Why should you be like someone confused,
like a mighty warrior who cannot give help?
Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us,
and we are called by your name;
do not forsake us!
Thus says the LORD concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander,
they have not restrained their feet;
therefore the LORD does not accept them,
now he will remember their iniquity
and punish their sins.

Have you completely rejected Judah?
Does your heart loathe Zion?
Why have you struck us down
so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace, but find no good;
for a time of healing, but there is terror
instead.
We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD,
the iniquity of our ancestors,
for we have sinned against you.
Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake;
do not dishonor your glorious throne;
remember and do not break your
covenant with us.
Can any idols of the nations bring rain?
Or can the heavens give showers?
Is it not you, O LORD our God?
We set our hope on you,
for it is you who do all this.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 84:1-7
Refrain: Happy are the people whose strength is in you. R
How dear to me is your dwelling,
O LORD of hosts!
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young,
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king and my God.
Happy are they who dwell in your house!
They will always be praising you. R
Happy are the people whose strength is in you,
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
They will climb from height to height,
and the God of gods will be seen in Zion. R

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
A reading from 2 Timothy.
The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from one who faced death.
Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the Lord, who stood by him and lent him strength.

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is
reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on
that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted
against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed, and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s
mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To
him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable proclaiming the word of God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment rooted in mercy. Jesus
tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and the one who exalts his own righteousness
is humbled.

Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and
regarded others with contempt:“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I
am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a
week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look
up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you,
this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will
be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

SERMON

Pastor Edgardo Ramirez (They/Them)
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

HYMN OF THE DAY There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (ELW 588)

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.
God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire your church to
serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you extend to us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home. Preserve the beauty
and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth. Lead us to protect all living things.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families and nations torn
apart by violence and warfare. Unite all people toward common goals of reconciliation and peace
for every person. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your people filled with fear
or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make this congregation a
community of humility and repentance, ready to encounter you in love and follow in your ways.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for all who have fought the
good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, and now live with you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For what else shall we pray for?

We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass with the offering plate.
MUSIC

Janet Weber & David Conrad
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen
those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 207)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Janet Weber

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:
Special Prayer:
God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom to choose peace over war, dialogue over conflict.
Comfort those who are in fear and are caught in the middle of the conflict.
For healing:
Gerald Rockwell, Sylvia Goulden, David Dias, Carol Kindrick, Alix Daqner, Carl Hunter
For trust in your mercy:
Jason Meadows
For wholeness and wellbeing:
Xavier Cruz, Raquel Bustamante
For strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Barbara "B" Wilke, Elizabeth Woodbury, Beverly Harris, Jennifer Yates, Aubrey Craft Jr, Johnny
Birge, Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, Sam Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh
For hopefulness and strength:
The family of Patricia Robb, The Edmonds Plitt Family, Sandra Shapiro
For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country.
Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
Patricia Robb, Jacki Rae Edmonds Plitt
As a reminder, this community is inclusive and welcomes all of God's people. The rainbow
candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional
welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.
The paschal candle located at the entrance of the sanctuary is used by our congregation as the
welcoming light of Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as light to
the world.
If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office.
hollyluth@sbcglobal.net (323)667-1212
Names normally remain on our list for a month or it’s removed before by request.
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Plants are given to the glory of God
Special Dispensation

Pastor Edgardo Ramirez, as a candidate for ordained ministry in the ELCA, has been
authorized by Bishop Brenda Bos of the Southwest California Synod,
to preside at Holy Communion today.
Upcoming Calendar at a glance
Food Pantry Delivery on Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution on Wednesdays 10:00am-1:00pm
Mariposa Ministry March 19th (3rd Saturday of the month)
Chat with Pastor Ed Wednesday 11am-3pm Thursday 9am-1pm
•
•
•

•

To make an appointment with Pastor Ed please contact our office to set a date and time. Options for a
coffee, brunch, lunch, visit or simply a meet up in their office are open.
The HLC Food Pantry serves over 100 families a week. Please see Tom Scott for the next
opportunity to lend your support or volunteer.
Mariposa Ministry is always accepting letter writing volunteers, any help would make a
difference. Every 3rd Saturday of the month is when they all get together to write letters. Please see
David Conrad for details.

The Central Association of the
Southern California Nevada Conference of the
United Church of Christ
Joyfully Invites You To The Service Of Installation
for

Reverend Ashley Hiestand
Sunday, October 30, 2022
3:00 P.M.
at
Mount Hollywood Congregational Church
1733 N. New Hampshire,
Los Angeles, CA 90027
Reception to Follow the Service
Please RSVP to
admin@mounthollywood.org
or call (323) 300-4066
Face mask must be worn while inside
Clergy are invited to robe and process
The liturgical color is red or rainbow
An offering will be taken to assist with scholarships for seminary students who
are in the discernment process with Central Association and seminary debt
reduction for authorized ministers in Central Association. Please make checks
payable to “Central Association UCC.” or if you prefer to donate online, you
may go to: www.tithe.ly and choose Ordination or Installation Offering."

