HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 26, 2023

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of
death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we
might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we
remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love, Grace,
Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, community, city, and all creation.

Welcome

We are delighted you have come to worship.
Relax, sing, and center yourself on the presence of God here today. Let the congregation and this
bulletin guide you and follow along as you are able. Feel welcomed to join us after the service for
refreshments. We look forward to meeting you.
Mask: we kindly ask that if you aren'’t feeling well, have a cold, cough, feel under the weather, been around
someone that is sick, or simply feel like something is coming on, please wear a mask. It takes a little effort from
everyone to stay safe and healthy.

Visitor

Please fill out the attendance card located in the pew, you may also include prayer, concerns, and
other information you would like the church to know. If you are interested in meeting with the pastor,
learning more about our community, or becoming a member, please make a note on the card.

Music

If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are able, and don’t worry about getting it right. Just praise.

Children are Welcomed Here

Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are welcome in
our church; these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s presence. Children may find crayons
and coloring sheets helpful during worship, you can find some in our narthex.

Holy Communion

The congregation will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. All are welcome no matter your
background. Both wine and grape juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at the table. In an effort to
keep everyone safe and healthy, we ask that you stand 3 feet from others.



PRELUDE Elegy Franklin Ritter Ma-Li Lin

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

GATHERING SONG Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886)

Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
Thc namc  of Jc - sus charms our fecars and bids our sor - tows ccasc,
He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice.,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the ri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a - broad the hon - ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum - ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’'n.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

Amen.




% - - - =
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
0
[ -
s

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the pcace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE Jesus, Remember Me (Taizé)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our
days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The congregation is invited to be seated.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

A reading from Ezekiel.

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live
again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they
will know that “I am the LORD.”

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered,
“0 Lord Gob, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LorDp.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said
to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus
says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people;
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LorD, have spoken and
will act, says the LORD.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
Refrain: I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. R

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
O LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LorD, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared. R
I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
For the LORD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins. R



SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

A reading from Romans.

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our
actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this
reason, the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable proclaiming the word of God.
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his
friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.
So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said,
“This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi,
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there
not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light
of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he
told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said
to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is
dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas,
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while



Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they
die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to
him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher
is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus
had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were
with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,
she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in
spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there
is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed,
you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he
cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. The congregation is invited to be seated.
SERMON Pastor Marc Mohr

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 335)

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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till my ran - somed soul shall find rest be - yond the riv - er.



APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our partnerships with our
companion churches around the globe, and bless the work of missionaries who accompany them.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems in need of healing.
Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air all around.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You redeem the world and its people. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind nations and societies
from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up leaders at all levels of government who work
to promote the dignity of every human life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by illness. You hear us
when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us from the worries that bind
us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this congregation and all who
lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With thanksgiving, we
remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your
whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass with the offering plate.

MUSIC Master arr. Jay Rouse

Ma-Li Lin

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

OFFERING Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Sorng
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and
life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus

Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that,
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to
the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; and gave it for all to drink, saying:

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.




COMMUNION SONG
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The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:
may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of
grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah
with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are
sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will
receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and
blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me

(ELW 325)
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1 want Je - sus to walk with me;
2 my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
3 WhenI’'m in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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I want Je - sus to  walk with me;
in my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trou blc, Lord, walk with me;
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when my heart is al - most break - ing,
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Agnus Dei arr. Craig A. Penfield Ma-Li Lin
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Please offer Your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:
God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom to choose peace over war, dialogue over conflict.
Comfort those who are in fear and are caught in the middle of the conflict.

For healing:
Sandy, Patrick Tapia, Sylvia Goulden, David Dias

For trust in your mercy:
Jason Meadows

For wholeness and well-being:
Roy Stone, Bill Richards

For strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Barbara "B" Wilke, Beverly Harris, Jennifer Yates, Johnny Birge, Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, Sam
Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh

For hopefulness and strength:
Marcia, Raoul Tapia & Family, Bruce Galsim sons Xavier Lorenzo & Linus Sebastian

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country.

Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
Elizabeth Woodbury, Raul Scott Salas, Raoul Tapia Sr.

As a reminder, this community is inclusive and welcomes all of God's people. The rainbow candelabra
located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the
LGBTQ+ community.

The paschal candle located at the entrance of the sanctuary is used by our congregation as the
welcoming light of Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as light to the
world.

If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office.
hollyluth@sbcglobal.net (323)667-1212
Names normally remain on our list for a month or it’s removed before by request.
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
101st Year,

We are a congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Email: hollyluth@sbcglobal.net Phone: (323)667-1212
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net Youtube:HLCstudios

In Today’s Liturgy Upcoming Calendar at a glance
Sermon: Pastor Marc Mohr Food Pantry Delivery on Mondays 8:00 am
Assisting Minister: Karla Richards Food Pantry Distribution on Wednesdays
Lector: David Conrad 10:00am-1:00pm
Mariposa Ministry March 19t (3rd Saturday of the
month)

Plants are given to the glory of God

e The HLC Food Pantry serves over 100 families a week. Please see Tom Scott for the next
opportunity to lend your support or volunteer.
e Mariposa Ministry is always accepting letter writing volunteers, any help would make a

difference. Every 3rd Saturday of the month is when they all get together to write letters. Please see
David Conrad for details.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOLDEN EVENING PBook £ h, M"’“ﬂ’ &

Prayer 7:00 pm

Thursday, March 2 SW
Thursday, March 9" Lincoln and Rachmaninoff Walk Into a Bar
A climate change novella

th

Thursday, March 16 By Cherie Magnus

Thursday, March 23

Thursday, March 30" Saturday, March 25, 1:00pm.

: A mini piano concert by Dr. Sergei
Silvansky.
MAUNDY THURSDAY

Free. All welcome.
Thursday, April 6" Prayer 7:00 pm



