HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, April 3, 2022

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary
anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial.
In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from the persecutor Saul into an apostle.
In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, city and all creation.
Welcome
We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing, and center yourself on the presence of
God here today. Let the congregation and this bulletin guide you and follow along as you are
able. Join us after the service for refreshments. We look forward to meeting you. Due to the
new city ordinance, please wear your mask at all times. Regardless of vaccination status.
Visitor
Please complete the attendance card located in the pew, you may also include a prayer,
concerns, and other information you would like the church to know. If you are interested in
meeting with pastor, learning more about or community or becoming a member, please make a
note on the card.
Music
If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are able and don’t worry about getting it right. Just
praise.
Children are Welcomed Here
Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are
welcome in our church; these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s presence. Children
may find crayons and coloring sheets helpful during worship, you can find some in our narthex.
Holy Communion
The congregation will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. All are welcome no
matter your background. Both wine and grape juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at the
table. Due to covid we ask that when you stand at the rail you keep 3-6 feet from others. Once
you have received communion, please go back to your seat using the far left or right walkways.

PRELUDE

Janet Weber
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

GATHERING SONG In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW 324)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open
our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the
extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21
A reading from Isaiah.
The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from Egyptian
bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of
Babylon and through the wilderness in a new Exodus.

Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 126
Refrain: Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. R
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb. R
Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. R

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
A reading from Philippians.
Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give him more reason
than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus
calls Paul to a new set of values.

Paul writes: If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings
by becoming like him in his death, if somehow, I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable to proclaim the word of God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: John 12:1-8
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume.
Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those
at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’
feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples the one who was about to betray him, said,

“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?”
He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the
common purse and used to steal what was put into it. Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought
it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you
do not always have me.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

SERMON

Pastor Edgardo Ramirez
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (ELW 335)

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the
Father,
and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the gospel and bring
forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage in the face of
change. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and environmental
catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of
climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from working
together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the nations.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or
underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle with money.
Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding of the
human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us, especially from the
scourge of racism. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of his
resurrection as we give thanks to all the saints who have attained the prize of their heavenly
call. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For what else shall we pray for today?

We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass with the offering plate.
MUSIC

Janet Weber
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks.
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
COMMUNION SONG

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Beneath the Cross of Jesus (ELW 338)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Janet Weber

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:
Special Prayer:
God of peace, protect the people of Ukraine and those working towards peace. Give leaders of
nations the wisdom to choose peace over war, dialogue over conflict. Comfort those who are in
fear and are caught in the middle of the conflict.
For healing:
Alex Levitan, Gerald & Georgina Rockwell, Zachery Bell, Jim Feederle
For trust in your mercy:
Yvonne Pizzo
For wholeness and wellbeing:
Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann
For strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Kat Nelson, Colleen Riedell, Aubrey Craft Jr, Johnny Birge, Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, Sam
Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh
For hopefulness and strength:
Rev. Peter Wernett & Family, Lee Nelson, Riedell Family, Kathy Manzoor
For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country.
Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
Suzanne Wernett
As a reminder, this community is inclusive and
welcomes all of Gods people. The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder
of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.
The paschal candle located at the entrance of the sanctuary is used by our congregation as the
welcoming light of Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as light
to the world.
If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office.
hollyluth@sbcglobal.net(323)667-1212
Names normally remain on our list for two months or it’s removed before by request.
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Plants & Flowers are given to the glory of God
Special Dispensation

Pastor Edgardo Ramirez, as a candidate for ordained ministry in the ELCA, has been
authorized by Bishop Brenda Bos of the Southwest California Synod,
to preside at Holy Communion today.
Upcoming Calendar at a glance
Food Pantry Delivery on Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution on Wednesdays 10:00am-1:00pm
Mariposa Ministry March 19th (3rd Saturday of the month)
Chat with Pastor Ed Wednesday 11am-3pm Thursday 9am-1pm




To make an appointment with Pastor Ed please contact our office to set a date and time. Options for
a coffee, brunch, lunch, visit or simply a meet up in their office are open.
The HLC Food Pantry serves over 100 families a week. Please see Tom Scott for the next
opportunity to lend your support or volunteer.
Mariposa Ministry is always accepting letter writing volunteers, any help would make a
difference. Every 3rd Saturday of the month is when they all get together to write letters. Please see
David Conrad for details.

