HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 18, 2022

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all
that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself
human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have
nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, city and all creation.
Welcome
We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing, and center yourself on the presence
of God here today. Let the congregation and this bulletin guide you and follow along as you
are able. Join us after the service for refreshments. We look forward to meeting you. Due to
the new city ordinance, please wear your mask at all times. Regardless of vaccination status.
Visitor
Please complete the attendance card located in the pew, you may also include a prayer,
concerns, and other information you would like the church to know. If you are interested in
meeting with pastor, learning more about or community or becoming a member, please
make a note on the card.
Music
If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are able and don’t worry about getting it right.
Just praise.
Children are Welcomed Here
Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are
welcome in our church; these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s presence.
Children may find crayons and coloring sheets helpful during worship, you can find some in
our narthex.
Holy Communion
The congregation will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. All are welcome no
matter your background. Both wine and grape juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at the
table. Due to covid we ask that when you stand at the rail you keep 3-6 feet from others.
Once you have received communion, please go back to your seat using the far left or right
walkways.

PRELUDE

Janet Weber
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

GATHERING SONG Let Streams of Living Justice (ELW 710)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our
feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7
A reading from Amos.
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in Israel
led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not
tolerate such a situation.
4Hear

this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
6buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7The

LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 113
Refrain: The LORD lifts up the poor from the ashes. R
1Hallelujah!

Give praise, you servants of the LORD;
praise the name of the LORD.
2Let the name of the LORD be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
3From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the LORD be praised.
4The LORD is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens. R
5Who is like the LORD our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
6but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
7The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
8enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
9The LORD makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah! R

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
A reading from 1 Timothy.
The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters, such
as church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the
single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus.
1First

of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of
God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
5For there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
6who gave himself a ransom for all this was attested at the right time.
7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle I am telling the truth, I am not lying, a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable proclaiming the word of God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended
by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and
diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household.
1Then

Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because
you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now
that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am
ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people
may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He
said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And
how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your
bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means
of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

10“Whoever

is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a
very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a
slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and wealth.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The congregation is invited to be seated.

Pastor Edgardo Ramirez (They/Them)
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, We That Love the Lord (ELW 625)

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for
baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those
who share your good news with the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. Show
us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop
sustainable practices. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion so
that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous
leaders and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic and
social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks,
and emergency shelters. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the
proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness of
those who have gone before us, and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has no end.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For what else shall we pray for today?

We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass with the offering plate.
MUSIC

Janet Weber & David Conrad
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life (ELW 719)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Janet Weber

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:
Special Prayer:
God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom to choose peace over war, dialogue over
conflict. Comfort those who are in fear and are caught in the middle of the conflict.
For healing:
Carol Kindrick, Alix Daqner, Carl Hunter, Jeffrey Hilbert
For trust in your mercy:
Jason Meadows
For wholeness and wellbeing:
Xavier Cruz, Raquel Bustamante
For strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Elizabeth Woodbury, Beverly Harris, Jennifer Yates, Aubrey Craft Jr, Johnny Birge,
Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, Sam Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh
For hopefulness and strength:
For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country.
Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
As a reminder, this community is inclusive and welcomes all of God's people. The rainbow
candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and
intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.
The paschal candle located at the entrance of the sanctuary is used by our congregation as
the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as
light to the world.
If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office.
hollyluth@sbcglobal.net (323)667-1212
Names normally remain on our list for a month or it’s removed before by request.
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Plants & Flowers are given to the glory of God
Special Dispensation

Pastor Edgardo Ramirez, as a candidate for ordained ministry in the ELCA, has been
authorized by Bishop Brenda Bos of the Southwest California Synod,
to preside at Holy Communion today.
Upcoming Calendar at a glance
Food Pantry Delivery on Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution on Wednesdays 10:00am-1:00pm
Mariposa Ministry March 19th (3rd Saturday of the month)
Chat with Pastor Ed Wednesday 11am-3pm Thursday 9am-1pm
•
•
•

To make an appointment with Pastor Ed please contact our office to set a date and time. Options
for a coffee, brunch, lunch, visit or simply a meet up in their office are open.
The HLC Food Pantry serves over 100 families a week. Please see Tom Scott for the next
opportunity to lend your support or volunteer.
Mariposa Ministry is always accepting letter writing volunteers, any help would make a
difference. Every 3rd Saturday of the month is when they all get together to write letters. Please
see David Conrad for details.

