HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
13th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 4, 2022

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s
request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by
the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in
remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life
in God as our own.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, city and all creation.
Welcome
We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing, and center yourself on the presence
of God here today. Let the congregation and this bulletin guide you and follow along as you
are able. Join us after the service for refreshments. We look forward to meeting you. Due to
the new city ordinance, please wear your mask at all times. Regardless of vaccination status.
Visitor
Please complete the attendance card located in the pew, you may also include a prayer,
concerns, and other information you would like the church to know. If you are interested in
meeting with pastor, learning more about or community or becoming a member, please
make a note on the card.
Music
If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are able and don’t worry about getting it right.
Just praise.
Children are Welcomed Here
Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are
welcome in our church; these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s presence.
Children may find crayons and coloring sheets helpful during worship, you can find some in
our narthex.
Holy Communion
The congregation will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. All are welcome no
matter your background. Both wine and grape juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at the
table. Due to covid we ask that when you stand at the rail you keep 3-6 feet from others.
Once you have received communion, please go back to your seat using the far left or right
walkways.

PRELUDE

Janet Weber
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

GATHERING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works,
begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your
mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
A reading from Deuteronomy.
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this
passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the LORD; or choose
death by following other gods.
15See,

I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD
your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances,
then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land
that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are
led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and
possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life
and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live,
20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you
and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 1
Refrain: They are like trees planted by streams of water. R
1Happy

are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. R
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves
that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
4It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. R

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21
A reading from Philemon.
While Paul was in prison, he was aided by Onesimus, a man who had run away from Philemon, a
slaveowner and a Christian friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon and encouraged
Philemon to receive Onesimus back as a Christian brother.
1Paul,

a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow
soldier, and to the church in your house:
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4When

I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love
for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith
may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have
indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
8For

this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet
I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and
now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus,
whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but
now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart,
back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your
place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your
consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced.
15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have
him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially
to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am
writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your
own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in
Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even
more than I say.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable proclaiming the word of God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset
that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.
25Now

large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters,
yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow
me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit
down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when
he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him,
30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with
ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he
cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of
peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

SERMON

Pastor Edgardo Ramirez (They/Them)
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

HYMN OF THE DAY What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666)

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
On the third day he rose again; he
creator of heaven and earth.
ascended into heaven,
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
he is seated at the right hand of the
Son, our Lord,
Father, and he will come to judge the
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, living and the dead.
born of the virgin Mary,
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
the holy catholic church,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
the communion of saints,
he descended to the dead.*
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the
hearts of your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and
strengthen our partnerships in the faith. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will
yield fruit this season, and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and
country, and for international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise
up citizens who make decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or food
insecurity, for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who need
your care. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—that
they glorify your holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their many
vocations for the sake of the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors. Give us faith, like them, to love
you with all our hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass with the offering plate.
MUSIC

Janet Weber & David Conrad
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any
way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of
life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for
the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Lead On, O King Eternal! (ELW 805)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Janet Weber

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:
Special Prayer:
God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom to choose peace over war, dialogue over
conflict. Comfort those who are in fear and are caught in the middle of the conflict.
For healing:
Carol Kindrick, Alix Dayna, Carl Hunter, Jeffrey Hilbert, Donna Burwood
For trust in your mercy:
Jason Meadows
For wholeness and wellbeing:
Xavier Cruz, Raquel Bustamante
For strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Elizabeth Woodbury, Beverly Harris, Jennifer Yates, Aubrey Craft Jr, Johnny Birge, Will
Terry, Jaha Blackwell, Sam Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh
For hopefulness and strength:
Judy & the family
For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country.
Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
As a reminder, this community is inclusive and welcomes all of God's people. The rainbow
candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and
intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.
The paschal candle located at the entrance of the sanctuary is used by our congregation as
the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as
light to the world.
If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office.
hollyluth@sbcglobal.net (323)667-1212
Names normally remain on our list for a month or it’s removed before by request.
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Plants are given to the glory of God
Special Dispensation

Pastor Edgardo Ramirez, as a candidate for ordained ministry in the ELCA, has been
authorized by Bishop Brenda Bos of the Southwest California Synod,
to preside at Holy Communion today.
Upcoming Calendar at a glance
Food Pantry Delivery on Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution on Wednesdays 10:00am-1:00pm
Mariposa Ministry March 19th (3rd Saturday of the month)
Chat with Pastor Ed Wednesday 11am-3pm Thursday 9am-1pm
•
•
•

To make an appointment with Pastor Ed please contact our office to set a date and time. Options
for a coffee, brunch, lunch, visit or simply a meet up in their office are open.
The HLC Food Pantry serves over 100 families a week. Please see Tom Scott for the next
opportunity to lend your support or volunteer.
Mariposa Ministry is always accepting letter writing volunteers, any help would make a
difference. Every 3rd Saturday of the month is when they all get together to write letters. Please
see David Conrad for details.

