HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 10, 2023

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in
situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn
from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ,
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.
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o WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, city and all creation.

Welcome

We are delighted you have come to worship.
Relax, sing, and center yourself on the presence
of God here today. Let the congregation and this
bulletin guide you and follow along as you are
able. Join us after the service for refreshments.
We look forward to meeting you. Mask: we ask
that if you aren’t feeling well, have a cold, or
cough, have been around someone that is sick, or
simply feel like something is coming on, please
wear a mask. It takes a little effort from everyone
in order to stay safe and healthy.

Visitor

Please complete the attendance card located in
the pew, you may also include prayer, concerns,
and other information you would like the church
to know. If you are interested in meeting with the
pastor, learning more about our community, or
becoming a member, please make a note on the
card.

Music

If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are
able, and don’t worry about getting it right. Just
praise.

Children are Welcomed Here

Children enrich our worship experience. The
sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are
welcome in our church; these sounds are a true
gift and remind us of God’s presence. Children
may find crayons and coloring sheets helpful
during worship, you can find some in our
narthex.

Holy Communion

The congregation will be celebrating Holy
Communion this morning. All are welcome no
matter your background. Both wine and grape
juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at the
table. In an effort to keep everyone safe and
healthy, we ask that you stand 3 feet from others.

O N
SN

This Morning Worship Service Begins With

PRELUDE

Michael Anderson

In Today’s Liturgy

Sermon: Pastor Marc Mohr
Assisting Minister: Bill Richards
Lector: Phyllis Lundine

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.



GATHERING SONG As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turn our wor-ship in - to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, hclp us sum-mon oth-cr gucsts to sharc that  fcast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.

where tri - um-phantL.ove will wel-come those who had been last and least.

Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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tcach us through this ho-ly ban-quct how to makc Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the sound-ing  joy.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace you have been saved. In the name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the pecace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the pcace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help., save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs

(ELW 847)

TH— I I I i T r— f T
S+ 1 e e a4 te e o
A\IV. 7 i | 7] = | | bl [ )
) - ' '
1 Come, let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;
2 “Wor - thy the Lamb that died,’ they cry, “to be ex - alt - ed thus!”
3 Je - sus is wor - thy to re-ceive hon-or and pow’r di - vine;
4 Let all cre - a - tion  join in one to bless the sa - cred mname
A L i ' P 7 | [ 4 I | I
(1= {1 e
ten thou-sand thou - sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips re - ply, “for he was slain for us!”
and bless-ings, more than we can give, be, Lord, for - ev - er thine.
of God who sits up - on the throne, and to a - dore the Lamb.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals
will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The congregation is invited to be seated.



God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

A reading from Ezekiel.
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably,
God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth,
you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you
do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their
blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh
upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them, As I live, says the Lord
Gob, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40
Refrain: I desire the path of your commandments. r

Teach me, O LorD, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain. r

Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me. r

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

A reading from Romans.
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on
the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not
in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.



GOSPEL %CCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships
when one member has sinned against another.

Jesus said to the disciples: “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. The congregation is invited to be seated.
SERMON Pastor Marc Mohr

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.



HYMN OF THE DAY I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661)
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1 I love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 I love to tell the sto - ry: how pleas-ant to re - peat
3 1 love to tell the sto - 71y, for those who know it best

of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and  his love.
what seems, each time 1 tell it, more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
scem hun - ger-ing and  thirst-ing to hcar it likc the rest.
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1 love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, 1 sing the new, new song,
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it sat - is - files my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - wva - tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
i sing the old, old sto - ry that | have loved so long.
Refrain
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to tell the old, old sto - Ty of Je - sus and  his love.

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, he ascended into heaven,

creator of heaven and earth. he is seated at the right hand of the
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Father, and he will come to judge the

our Lord, living and the dead.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, I believe in the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, the holy catholic church,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, the communion of saints,

was crucified, died, and was buried; the forgiveness of sins,

he descended to the dead.* the resurrection of the body,

On the third day he rose again; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the needs of
our neighbors.

Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance is needed and lead us in paths of
intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of reconciliation and care, especially in
relationships with other Christians and people of other faiths. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we behold the wonders of creation. Renew
the seas and the soil, the forests and the creatures that live in them. Turn us to ways of living that seek
Earth’s thriving. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and government officials to
create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people with dignity and guide our conversations with one
another. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the wicked acts of others.
Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, despairing, or sick. Guard their waking and their
sleeping. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation to which each is called. We
pray for all discerning new possibilities or changing employment. In all our diverse callings, teach us to
love our neighbor above all else. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in faith. May their trust in
your promise be our protection and our hope. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in
your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass with the offering plate.
MUSIC Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

OFFERING I et the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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with your pres - cnce, and give us a forc - tastec of the fcast to come.



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become
one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING PREFACE

The Lord be with you. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
And also with you. should at all times and in all places give thanks
Lift up your hearts and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

lift th he Lord. X
We lft-t em to the Lord who on this day overcame death and the grave,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
It is right to give our thanks and praise. way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
SEE PSS FEEESS S
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Ho - 1y, ho - 1y, ho - 1y Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comces in the namc of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - cst

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; and gave it for all to drink, saying:

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me. Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us pcace.

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us
one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with
heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick,
homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and

mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Qo, my chil - dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, 1 am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er 1 have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Michael Anderson
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:

God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom to
choose peace over war, dialogue over conflict.
Comfort those who are in fear and are caught in the
middle of the conflict.

For healing:

Joan Riedell, Delores Anderson, Kathy Manzoor,
Sherry Bond, Ethan Vermillion, Sandy, Patrick
Tapia, David Dias
For trust in your mercy:

For wholeness and well-being:

Javier Cruz

For strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Ashlyn (Rouls niece), Jennifer Yates, Johnny Birge,
Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, Sam Gros, Debra Lande,
Tim Pugh
For hopefulness and strength:
Jaffa CC & Family, Wayne & Keith Wasem & their
families
For all people in the military who are deployed or
serving our country.
Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
Jibri Sekou Stewart, Seth P. Harris, Faye Wasem
Frable

This community is inclusive and welcomes all of God's people. The rainbow candelabra located on the altar
serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.

The paschal candle located at the entrance of the sanctuary is used by our congregation as the welcoming light
of Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as light to the world.

If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office.
hollyluth@sbcglobal.net (323)667-1212

Names normally remain on our list for a month or it’s removed before by request.
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
102nd Year,
We are a congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Email: hollyluth@sbcglobal.net Phone: (323)667-1212
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net Youtube:HLCstudios

Fowers, are given to the glory of God On memory of Susan Japia from Raoul Japia
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