HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Third Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 20, 2022

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut
down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your
ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled
by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us.
Thanks be to God!

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, city and all creation.
Welcome
We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing, and center yourself on the
presence of God here today. Let the congregation and this bulletin guide you and follow
along as you are able. Join us after the service for refreshments. We look forward to
meeting you. Due to the new city ordinance, please wear your mask at all times. Regardless
of vaccination status.
Visitor
Please complete the attendance card located in the pew, you may also include a prayer,
concerns, and other information you would like the church to know. If you are interested in
meeting with pastor, learning more about or community or becoming a member, please
make a note on the card.
Music
If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are able and don’t worry about getting it right.
Just praise.
Children are Welcomed Here
Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are
welcome in our church; these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s presence.
Children may find crayons and coloring sheets helpful during worship, you can find some in
our narthex.
Holy Communion
The congregation will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. All are welcome no
matter your background. Both wine and grape juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at
the table. Due to covid we ask that when you stand at the rail you keep 3-6 feet from others.
Once you have received communion, please go back to your seat using the far left or right
walkways.

PRELUDE

Janet Weber
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

GATHERING SONG (ELW 618)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love
to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.
To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration of
abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to God will enjoy new
life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways.

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall
run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8
Refrain: O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you. R
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.
For your steadfast love is better than life itself; my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your name. R

My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
when I remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper, and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My whole being clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast. R
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is our rock,
our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness.

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in
the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they
drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless,
God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.
Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they
did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to
eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the
test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of
them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as
an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have
come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has
overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that
you may be able to endure it.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable to proclaim the word of God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a hard
call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate judgment will be
tempered by patience.

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. Jesus asked them, “Do you think that because these
Galileans suffered in this way, they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell
you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed
when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than
all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish
just as they did.”
Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came
looking for fruit on it and found none. So, he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years
I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still, I find none. Cut it down! Why should
it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it
and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it
down.’”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The congregation is invited to be seated.

Pastor Edgardo Ramirez
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 326)

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.
We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons, bishops,
chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee chairs, and all lay
ministry leaders; for congregations that contemplate difficult decisions about the future of
their ministry. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands impacted by
droughts and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that produce fruit for our
nourishment and delight; for animal habitats threatened by climate change. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and court
administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for activists and
community leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate and equitable society.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and experience hunger;
for any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those who are hospitalized or near death,
and for all in need of healing. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them to speak
difficult truths and engage in difficult conversations with policymakers; for those who
promote mercy over vengeance or retaliation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With all the saints, we praise
you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For what else shall we pray for today?

We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Accept the prayers we bring O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass with the offering plate.
MUSIC

Janet Weber and David Conrad
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks.
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
COMMUNION SONG

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of
your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG (ELW 325)

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Janet Weber

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:
Special Prayer:
God of peace, protect the people of Ukraine and those working towards peace. Give leaders of
nations the wisdom to choose peace over war, dialogue over conflict. Comfort those who are in
fear and are caught in the middle of the conflict.

For healing:
Alex Levitan, Gerald & Georgina Rockwell, Zachery Bell, Javier Cruz, Jim Feederle, Sandra
Ferrer, Jeanne Fouke
For trust in your mercy:
Yvonne Pizzo, Arvik Rostamians, George Demas
For wholeness and wellbeing:
Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, Martha Murphy
For strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Kat Nelson, Colleen Riedell, Aubrey Craft Jr, Johnny Birge, Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, Sam
Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh
For hopefulness and strength:
Rev. Peter Wernett & Family, Lee Nelson, Riedell Family, Kathy Manzoor, Thomas Foley &
Angel Lynn, Matt Lazarus Family, Michelle Cuozzo
For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country.

Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
Suzanne Wernett, Ferd Schaff, Paulette Hunnewell, Kim Marler, Gail Emilie Kanner
As a reminder, this community is inclusive and
welcomes all of Gods people. The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of
this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.
The paschal candle located in the entrance of the sanctuary is used by our congregation as the
welcoming light of Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as light to
the world.
If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office.
hollyluth@sbcglobal.net(323)667-1212
Names normally remain on our list for two months or it’s removed before by request.
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Plants & Flowers are given to the glory of God
Special Dispensation
Pastor Edgardo Ramirez, as a candidate for ordained ministry in the ELCA, has been
authorized by Bishop Brenda Bos of the Southwest California Synod,
to preside at Holy Communion today.
Upcoming Calendar at a glance
Food Pantry Delivery on Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution on Wednesdays 10:00am-1:00pm
Mariposa Ministry March 19th (3rd Saturday of the month)
Chat with Pastor Ed Wednesday 11am-3pm Thursday 9am-1pm




To make an appointment with Pastor Ed please contact our office to set a date and time. Options for
a coffee, brunch, lunch, visit or simply a meet up in their office are open.
The HLC Food Pantry serves over 100 families a week. Please see Tom Scott for the next
opportunity to lend your support or volunteer.
Mariposa Ministry is always accepting letter writing volunteers, any help would make a
difference. Every 3rd Saturday of the month is when they all get together to write letters. Please see
David Conrad for details.

