
 
Worship Plan for Sunday, April 28, 2024 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 28, 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. 
Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding 
described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living 
and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the 
branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 



 
 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love, 
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation. 

 
Welcome 

We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing, 
and center yourself on the presence of God here today. 
Let the congregation and this bulletin guide you and 
follow along as you can. Join us after the service for 
refreshments. We look forward to meeting you. Mask: we 
ask that if you aren’t feeling well, have a cold or cough, 
have been around someone that is sick, or simply feel like 
something is coming on, please wear a mask. It takes a 
little effort from everyone in order to stay safe and 
healthy. 

Visitor 

Please complete the attendance card located in the pew. 
You may also include prayer requests, concerns, and 
other information you would like the church to know. If 
you are interested in meeting with the pastor, learning 
more about our community, or becoming a member, 
please make a note on the card. 

Music 

If you don’t know a song, sing along as you can, and 
don’t worry about getting it right. Just praise. 

Children are Welcomed Here 

Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of 
crying, laughing, and talking are welcome in our church; 
these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s 
presence. Children may find crayons and coloring 
sheets helpful during worship, you can find some in our 
narthex. 

Holy Communion 

The congregation will celebrate Holy Communion this 
morning. All are welcome, no matter their background. 
Wine, grape juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at 
the table. 

 
Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall.  

We look forward to meeting you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With 
 
 

PRELUDE           Michael Anderson  
  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

  

In Today’s Liturgy 
 

Sermon: Lay Leader Ted Goulet  
Assisting Minister: Bill Richards   

Lector: Karla Richards 
_________________________________________________ 

Plants are given to the glory of God 
 
 



 GATHERING SONG                 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 



have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE                (ELW p. 138) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE        Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs (ELW 847) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in 
his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
The congregation is invited to be seated.  

 
FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 
A reading from Acts. 
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been to 
Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is 
baptized by Philip. 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a wilderness road. So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge 
of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated 
in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to 
this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this:  
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 

 



  The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went 
on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31 
Refrain: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. R 

 From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations. R 
 Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
 Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!” R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21 
A reading from 1 John. 
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while hating 
fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the 
essence of God is love. 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love 
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might 
live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his 
love is perfected in us. 
 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we 
have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
 



  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has 
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because 
as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We 
love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, 
are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             (ELW p. 142) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
GOSPEL: John 15:1-8 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who abide 
in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 

Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I 
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Lay Leader Ted Goulet 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY            We Are an Offering (ELW 692) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ,  
 God’s only Son, our Lord, who was   
 Conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the   
 Father, and he will come to judge  
 the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news. 

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of the gospel. 
Keep all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our hearts with your word 
and help us to abide in you always. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and lakes, streams and 
estuaries, melting glaciers and polluted waters. Renew the face of the earth and shower us 
with your goodness. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for elected 
representatives at every level, and for international organizations, that justice and peace may 
reign. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for those fleeing 
from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffering. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who visit and 
minister to one another, for all who take communion to homes or care centers, and for all 
who seek to share your love with the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to bear much 
fruit and to become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that heavenly banquet where 
all will feast together at your table. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For what else shall we pray for today?                     We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS           The congregation is invited to be seated. 

 

Special Music by Michael Anderson & David Conrad 
The usher will now pass with the offering plate. 

 

OFFERING                       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW p. 144) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 
with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself 
to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY              (ELW p. 144) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 



LORD’S PRAYER            
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are they who are called to His table."  

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION SONG              (ELW p. 146) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 



SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to 
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG         Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 



 
 

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

 
Special Prayer: 

God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom to 
choose peace over war, dialogue over conflict. 

Comfort those who are in fear and are caught in 
the middle of the conflict. 

 

For healing: 
Walter Cana’s, Valerie Stewart, Gerald Rockwell 

 

For trust in your mercy: 
Sherry Bond & Family 

 

For wholeness and well-being: 
Bill Lortz, Roy Stone, Javier Cruz 

 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: 
Anna Harris, Robin Ardinger, 

Ashlyn (Raoul's niece), Jennifer Yates, 
Johnny Birge, Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, 

Sam Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh 
 

For hopefulness and strength: 
Rockwell Family, Browning & Calvin Families, 

Kloth Family, Terrier Family, 
For all people in the military who are deployed or 

serving our country. 
 

Memorial Candles are lit in memory of: 
Gerald Rockwell, Darla Browning, Esther Kloth, 

Michel Terrier 
 

If anyone would like to add or re-add a name please email or call our office. hollyluth@sbcglobal.net (323)667-1212 
Names normally remain on our list for a month or it’s removed before by request. 

 

The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of  
this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community. 

 

Our congregation uses the paschal candle located at the entrance of the sanctuary as the welcoming light of 
Jesus Christ. In the same way that it has traditionally been utilized as light to the world. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
103rd Year, 

 

We are a congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

Email: hollyluth@sbcglobal.net Phone: (323)667-1212 
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  

 

Special Dispensation 
Ted Goulet has been authorized by Bishop Brenda Bos of the Southwest California Synod, 

to preside at Holy Communion today. 
 
 

Upcoming Calendar at a glance 
Food Pantry Delivery Mondays 8:00 am 

Food Pantry Distribution Wednesdays 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Mariposa Ministry May 18th (3rd Saturday of the month) 
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