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11th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 24, 2025

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord

will do for us what the Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the
wonderful things God is doing.




Welcome o UWorship

Welcome

We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing,
and center yourself. Let the congregation and this bulletin
guide you and follow along as you can. Join us after the
service for refreshments. We look forward to meeting
you. Mask: If you aren’t feeling well or have a cold or
cough, please wear a mask. It takes a little effort from
everyone to stay safe and healthy.

Visitor

Please complete the attendance card located in the pew.
You may also include prayer requests, concerns, and
any other information you want the church to know
about. If you are interested in meeting with the pastor,
learning more about our community, or becoming a
member, please make a note on the card.

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love, g
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.

Music

If you don’t know a song, sing along as best you can,
and don’t worry about getting it right—just praise.

Children are Welcomed Here

Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of
crying, laughing, and talking are welcome in our church;
these sounds are a true gift, reminding us of God’s
presence. Children may find crayons and coloring
sheets helpful during worship; they can be found in our
narthex.

Holy Communion

The congregation will celebrate Holy Communion this
morning. All are welcome. Wine, grape juice, and
gluten-free bread are offered at the table.

The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and
Intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.
Our congregation uses the paschal candle at the sanctuary's entrance as the welcoming light of Jesus Christ.
It has traditionally been utilized as a light to the world.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Pastor Marc Mohr
Assistant Minister: Bill Richards
Lector: Phyllis Lundine
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE

Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great

dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that
even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GATHERING SONG How Great Thou Art (ELW 856)
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3 But when I think that God, his Son not spar-ing, sent him to
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all the works thy hand hath made, I see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross my bur-den glad-ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion and there pro - claim, “My God, how great thou art!”
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Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to thee, how great thou
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thee, how great thou art! How great thou art!
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,




we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:9b-14

A reading from Isaiah.
God promises those who have returned from exile that where justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will be rebuilt and light will
rise in the darkness. It is a day for new beginnings.

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.
The LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places
and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath,
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the LORD honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs;
then you shall take delight in the LORD,
and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 103:1-8
Refrain: The LORD crowns you with mercy and steadfast love. r

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits
who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;
who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy; r
who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.



O LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.
You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel.
LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. r

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18-29

A reading from Hebrews.
Using images of Moses, the writer presents a striking vision of the new covenant of God made possible in Christ. There is no
longer fear; only awe in the new promise in Christ into which we are invited.

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the
hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. For they could not endure the order
that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” Indeed,
so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the
blood of Abel.

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not escape when they
refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one
who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised,
“Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet once
more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things so that what cannot
be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence
and awe, for indeed our God is a consuming fire.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning for her life. When challenged by a narrow reading of the
sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding “sabbath work” to include setting people free from bondage.

Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And just then there
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over
and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said,
“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” When he laid his hands on her, immediately
she stood up straight and began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant



because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on
which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured and not on the Sabbath day.”
But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath
untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it to water? And ought not this woman,
a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this
bondage on the Sabbath day?” When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame, and
the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things being done by him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Marc Mohr
The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.
HYMN OF THE DAY My Lord, What a Morning (ELW 438)
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look-ing to my God’s right hand, when the stars be-gin to fall.

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.

You call your church to proclaim liberation and freedom to all. Give wisdom to bishops,
synod councils and staff, and congregation leaders as they pursue a more just and equitable
church and society. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You inspire all creation to sing and bless your holy name. Send healing rains to parched
places and relief to flooded lands. Lead us to enact policies to rebuild ruined ecosystems and
habitats. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You work vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. Strengthen the resolve of world
leaders and local officials in the way of love and mercy, so that all persons may experience
abundant life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You satisfy your people with good things. In your steadfast love, receive the cries of all who
are bent over under the weight of addiction, isolation, and mental or physical illness.
Manifest your healing presence in their midst. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call us to delight in the sabbath. Invigorate worship planners and leaders with creativity
to aid this assembly in fresh and faithful prayer and praise. Enable all who gather here to be
nourished and renewed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With all your apostles, prophets, and saints, we give thanks and bless your holy name. As
they now rest from their labors, guide us by the witness of their lives to pursue your reign,
which can never be shaken. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.

Special Music by Michael Anderson
The usher will now pass the offering plate.




OFFERING Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any
way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of
life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION SONG
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The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING FORTH & BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace *+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.




SENDING SONG

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886)
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.




<

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:

God of peace gives leaders of nations the wisdom
to choose peace over war and dialogue over
conflict. Comfort those in fear and caught in the
middle of the conflict.

Healing:
Amara Olivera, Cherie Magnus, Jeffrey Forbar,
Roy Mariano, Roy Stone, Linda Florczyk, Faith
Rossman

Wholeness and well-being:
Kat & Lee Nelson, Deborah An Monahan, David

Hart, Thomas Richardson, Esther Olsen, Bill Reid

Trust in your mercy:
Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez de Arre (parents
of newborn Amara Olivera), Zakaria, Karin

Garcia, Arpik Rostamians, Sherry Bond & Family

Strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Barbara “B” Wilke, Sylvia Goulden, Anna Harris,
Ashlyn (Raoul's niece), Jennifer Yates, Will
Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell, Debra Lande, Tim
Pugh

For hopefulness and strength:

Corey Brinkley, The family of Alan Duncan, Colin
& Jacob Family, for all the families affected by the
floods,

For all people in the military who are deployed or
serving our country.

Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
Celia Brinkley, Alan Duncan, Brenda Jacob, to all
who were lost during the floods, and all our past
loved ones.

If anyone wants to add or re-add a name, please email or call our office.
hlchurch.office@gmail.com (323)667-1212

Names typically remain on our list for a month, or they’re removed before by request.
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Upcoming Calendar
Food Pantry Delivery Mondays 8:00 am
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Soon and Very Soon

Soon and Very Soon (elw 439)
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