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15th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 21, 2025

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers rather than owners of all

that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself
human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God, we have
nothing; we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor, we have everything we need.
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.

Welcome

We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing,

and center yourself. Let the congregation and this bulletin

guide you, and follow along as you can. Join us after the
service for refreshments. We look forward to meeting
you. Mask: If you aren’t feeling well or have a cold or
cough, please wear a mask. It takes a little effort from
everyone to stay safe and healthy.

Visitor

Please complete the attendance card located in the pew.
You may also include prayer requests, concerns, and
any other information you want the church to know
about. If you are interested in meeting with the pastor,
learning more about our community, or becoming a
member, please make a note on the card.

Music

If you don’t know a song, sing along as best you can,
and don’t worry about getting it right—just praise.

Children are Welcomed Here

Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of
crying, laughing, and talking are welcome in our church;
these sounds are a true gift, reminding us of God’s
presence. Children may find crayons and coloring
sheets helpful during worship; they can be found in our
narthex.

Holy Communion

The congregation will celebrate Holy Communion this
morning. All are welcome. Wine, grape juice, and
gluten-free bread are offered at the table.

The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and
intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.
Our congregation uses the paschal candle at the sanctuary's entrance as the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. It has
traditionally been utilized as a light to the world.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Pastor Marc Mohr
Assistant Minister: Karla Richards
Lector: Phyllis Lundine
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE

Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our
feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GATHERING SONG Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 685)
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Take my life, that I may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on -1ly, for my King;
Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.

5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and I will be
it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.



FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7
A reading from Amos.

Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in Israel led to corrupt
business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not tolerate such a situation.

Hear this, you who trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances, buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSAILM: Psalm 113
Refrain: The LORD lifts up the poor from the ashes. r

Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD;

praise the name of the LORD.
Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth forevermore.
From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD be praised.
The LORD is high above all nations;

God’s glory above the heavens. R
Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high,
but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?
The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.
The LORD makes the woman of a childless house

to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah! r

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
A reading from 1 Timothy.
The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters, such as church
administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-minded passion God has
toward us in Jesus.
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and acceptable before God our Savior,
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For

there is one God;

there is also one mediator between God and humankind,

Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all
this was attested at the right time.” For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle I am
telling the truth; I am not lying, a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended by him for having acted
so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in their stewardship given that they are
managers of a far more valuable household.

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and
said to him, “‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management
because you cannot be my manager any longer.” Then the manager said to himself, “‘What will
I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to
dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors
one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?” He answered, ‘A hundred
jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He
said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.” And his master commended the dishonest
manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in
dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you
into the eternal homes.

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest in a
very little is dishonest also in much. If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters, for a
slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Marc Mohr

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.



HYMN OF THE DAY This Little Light of Mine (ELW 677)

0 u \
) A ] N I |
V4N 4 T 1 1} | > o o ® |
| {40 | [ | | & O o e ~ e [ O
ANAV4 | & & bacd bt beozocd | | | 1) Bl
J @ L I T ——
1 This lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-’'ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ry - where I £o, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the efforts of those
who trample on the needy and practicing justice in our own lives and community. God of
grace,

Receive our prayer.

Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its resources, that all
people may benefit from your abundant gifts, and that our stewardship of creation would be
marked by justice and sustainability. God of grace,

Receive our prayer.



Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for the benefit of
all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized. Persuade them by your
example of generosity and compassion. God of grace,

Receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or those grieving the loss
of loved ones. May they find comfort and strength in your love. Prepare us to surround them
with your healing care. God of grace,

Receive our prayer.

God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through tangible action,
prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources generously through our
outreach and justice ministries. God of grace,

Receive our prayer.

Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly chorus in praising
your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind us of your promise of new life. God
of grace,

Receive our prayer.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.
Special Music by Michael Anderson
The usher will now pass the offering plate.
OFFERING Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any
way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of
life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION SONG
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take a - way the sin of the world;  grant us peace.



The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING FORTH & BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The God of all grace -+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins  for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
n “ }
)7 A ] I 4 I | N | | 4
Y 4V [' l\l I I J. 1Y I f I Il l\/
G P 9 |, 4 4 ©
Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.



Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:
God of peace gives leaders of nations the wisdom to choose peace over war and dialogue over conflict.
For all families being separated. Comfort those who are fearful and caught in the middle.

Strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Barbara “B” Wilke, Sylvia Goulden, Anna Harris,
Ashlyn, Jennifer Yates, Will Terry, Jaha
Blackwell, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh

Healing:
Amara Olivera, Cherie Magnus, Jeffrey Forbar,
Roy Mariano, Roy Stone, Linda Florczyk, Faith
Rossman

Hopefulness and strength:

Mayen Family, Corey Brinkley, family of Alan
Duncan, Colin & Jacob Family, for all the
families affected by the floods,

For all military people who are deployed or
serving.

Wholeness and well-being:
Kat & Lee Nelson, Deborah An Monahan, David
Hart, Thomas Richardson, Esther Olsen, Bill
Reid

Trust in your mercy:
Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De Arre,
Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arpik Rostamians, Sherry
Bond & Family

Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:

Celia Brinkley, Alan Duncan, Brenda Jacob, to

all who were lost during the floods, and all our
past loved ones.

If anyone wants to add or re-add a name, please email or call our office.
hlchurch.office@gmail.com (323)667-1212
Names typically remain on our list for a month, or they’re removed before by request.

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
104t Year

We are a Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church congregation in America.
Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com Phone: (323)667-1212
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

Upcoming Calendar
Food Pantry Delivery Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution Wednesdays 11:00 am — 1:00 pm


mailto:hlchurch.office@gmail.com
http://www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net/

What a Friend We Have in Jesus (ELW 742)
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - 'ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour-aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—

Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ‘ry-thing to God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.



