Q/ and Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, June 7, 2026

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax
collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds
us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made known in
those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we
gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of
God’s mercy for the world.
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i “ Welcome—we're glad you're here. Take a breath, settle in, and participate at your own pace; let the congregation and i
bulletin guide you. Join us after the service for refreshments—we’d love to meet you. If you're not feeling well, please
consider wearing a mask so we can keep one another safe.

Visitors are invited to complete the attendance card in the pew and share any prayer requests or concerns. Sing as you're
able—just praise, no need to be perfect. Children are a joyful part of worship; their sounds are welcome, and crayons and
coloring sheets are available in the narthex. We celebrate Holy Communion today—all are welcome, with wine, grape
juice, and gluten-free bread available.

The rainbow candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the
LGBTQ+ community.

The Paschal candle at the entrance to the sanctuary symbolizes the welcoming light of Jesus Christ and has traditionally
been a sign of Christ as the Light of the World.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Rev. Toni Castafieda Carrera
Assistant Minister: Bill Richards
Lector: Tom Scott
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your Spirit bring
healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.



GATHERING SONG Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 812)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the

+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.



FIRST READING: Hosea 5:15—6:6

A reading from Hosea.

Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to withdraw from the scene until Israel acknowledges
its guilt and seeks God’s face. The response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt and is as fickle as fog or dew burned away
quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or meaningless deeds.

I will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:

“Come, let us return to the LORD,
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.

After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.

Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD;
his appearing is as sure as the dawn;

he will come to us like the showers,

like the spring rains that water the earth.”

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?

What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,

like the dew that goes away early.

Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets;
I have killed them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.

For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 50:7-15
Refrain (R ): Call upon me in the day of trouble, says your God.

“Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against you;
for I am God, your God.
I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices;
your burnt offerings are always before me.
I will not accept a calf from your stalls,
nor goats from your pens;
for all the wild animals of the forest are mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills. r
I know every bird of the mountains,
and the creatures of the fields are mine.
If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.
Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving
and make good your vows to the Most High.
Call upon me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall honor me. R



SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25

A reading from Romans.

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right relationship with God involves
trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not
exist.

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law,
neither is there transgression.

For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share
the faith of Abraham who is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of
many nations”, in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” He did not
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead for he was
about a hundred years old, and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore “it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone but for
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who
was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God. You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable.

Even the dead receive new life.

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he
said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with
Jesus and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy,
not sacrifice.” For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, saying,
“My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus got up
and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of
blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she was saying to
herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take



heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that moment.
When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a
commotion, he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But
when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And
the report of this spread through all of that district.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. The congregation is invited to be seated.
SERMON Rev. Toni Castanieda Carrera

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.

HYMN OF THE DAY I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661)
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APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.

God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following Christ, that we
might extend the mercy we receive.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of creation, all you have made is yours. Revive lands in need of healing and make us wise
stewards of all you have given us to tend.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end to conflict, bigotry,
and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort people as they
mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body of Christ.
Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and grant us a spirit of
hospitality and togetherness.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness. May remembering
their faithfulness strengthen our own.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God,
through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass the offering plate.
Special Music by Michael Anderson




OFFERING

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself

for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.




COMMUNION SONG
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take a - way the sin of the world;  grant us peace.

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and
to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING & SENDING FORTH

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG God Created Heaven and Earth (ELW 738)
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dark and light, earth re-volv-ing day and night.
all that lives, to each one a bless - ing gives.
small and great, praise God for that bless - ed state!

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.



3
individuals:

Special Prayer:

God of peace, we ask you to guide the leaders of all nations with wisdom and compassion, that they may
choose peace over war and dialogue over conflict. Hold close all families who are being separated, and
surround them with your love. Comfort those who are afraid and caught in the midst of uncertainty.
Provide for those in the middle of all that is happening—grant them what they need for safety,
protection, and daily life. Remind leaders and all the world that we belong to one human family. Fill
every heart with hope, courage, and the assurance that no one is alone.

Healing: Healing & the Strength in the Fight Against
Lorene Yaros, Irene Yaros, Charlette Johnson, Cancer:
Lee Nelson, Vallery Steward, Bill Richards, Anna Harris, Ashlyn, Jennifer Yates, Jaha
David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Olivera, Blackwell, Debra Lande
Jeffrey Forbar, Roy Mariano
Hope & strength:
Wholeness and well-being: The Wilke Family, Haddad Family, Luna Family,
Marie Sorensen, Adelina, Deborah An Monahan, Stubbs Family
Thomas Richardson For all military people who are deployed or serving.
Trust in God’s mercy: In Loving Memory, candles are lit in
Kat Nelson, Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De remembrance of:
Arre, Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians Barbara “B” Wilke, George Haddad, Martin Luna,
Tricia Stubbs

If you would like to add, update, or remove a name, please contact the church office at
hlchurch.office@gmail.com or (323) 667-1212.
Names are generally kept on the list for one month, unless otherwise requested.
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We are a welcoming congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, committed to serving our community with faith, compassion, and hospitality.

Contact Us: Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com
Phone: (323) 667-1212 Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

HLC Schedule:
Worship Service — Every Sunday @ 10:00 AM
Food Pantry Delivery — Mondays 8:00 AM
Food Pantry Distribution — Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM



Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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