Wollyweed,
QU

8th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 19, 2026

te
[ 2
o o4 oo
\m‘;“

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds

Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all
creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we
humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit

of justice and mercy.
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.
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Welcome—we're glad you're here. Take a breath, Visitors are invited to complete the attendance
settle in, and participate at your own pace; let the card in the pew and share any prayer requests or
congregation and bulletin guide you. Join us after concerns. Sing as you're able—just praise, no need
the service for refreshments—we’d love to meet to be perfect. Children are a joyful part of worship;
you. If you're not feeling w ell, please consider their sounds are welcome, and crayons and coloring
wearing a mask so we can keep one another safe. sheets are available in the narthex. We celebrate
Holy Communion today—all are welcome, with
wine, grape juice, and gluten-free bread available.

The rainbow candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional
welcome to the LGB Q)+ community.

The Paschal candle at the entrance to the sanctuary symbolizes the welcoming light of Jesus Christ and has
traditionally been a sign of Christ as the Light of the World.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Rev. Toni Castafieda Carrera
Assistant Minister: Bill Richards
Lector: Karla Richards
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE Michael Anderson
The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.
Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By

your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GATHERING SONG Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689)
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless - ing reach ev - ry peo - ple, free-ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or tll - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an- oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the

+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

0 | ,
= > [ I I L |
| I | | y I
1
- ; T =
Lord, have mer - <cy.
0 | .
[ I | I Y I i
b | | | | T | I
O X [P |
|BNav4 L | |
)
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to  the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra - cious Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167)
Refrain
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.



FIRST READING: Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19

A reading from Wisdom of Solomon.
God’s deeds of forgiveness and gift of hope indicate that God’s faithful people must also show kindness. No other god cares for all
people.

For neither is there any god besides you whose care is for all people,

to whom you should prove that you have not judged unjustly,

For your strength is the source of righteousness,

and your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all.

For you show your strength when people doubt the completeness of your power,
and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it.

Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge fairly,

and with great forbearance you govern us,

for you have power to act whenever you choose.

Through such works you have taught your people
that the righteous must be kind,

and you have filled your children with good hope,
because you give repentance for sins.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17
Refrain (R ): Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth.

Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore. R
For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to
shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

A reading from Romans.
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in
solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.

So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh for if
you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,
“Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and
if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that
we may also be glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to
be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God,
for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected



it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning
together as it suffers together the pains of labor, and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one
already sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God. You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin,
but not until the end of human history.

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field, but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has
done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No,
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed
is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the
weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the
end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so
will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. The congregation is invited to be seated.
SERMON Rev. Toni Castaneda Carrera

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.



HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (ELW 693)
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.

2 All  the world is God’sown field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;

3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
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4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi-nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.

wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy or sor - row grown.
from his field shall in  that day all of -fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup - plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,

there, for-ev - er pu - ri-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har - vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
but  the fruit- ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er - more.

Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. Where we trade
grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the complexities of life, guide us.
God of grace, hear our prayer.



God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, microscopic plants
and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s dedication to hope for what we do not
yet see.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in righteousness. Renew the
hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing of all.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by war, eviction,
global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their character, or illness or
injury.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare professionals,
librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for the coming academic year,
and youth becoming first-time babysitters.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places. We give
you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your presence.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you,
through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.
The usher will now pass the offering plate.
Special Music by Michael Anderson
OFFERING Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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take a - way the sin of the world;  grant us peace.

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward

one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING & SENDING FORTH

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Blessing and Honor (ELW 854)
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throne; whose are the king - dom, the crown, and the throne!
powr; ech - o his prais - es and tell of his pow'.
raise;  this is the theme of the hymns that we raise.
reign; dy - ing in weak - ness and ris - ing to reign!
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.



Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:

God of peace, we ask you to guide the leaders of all nations with wisdom and compassion, that they may
choose peace over war and dialogue over conflict. Hold close all families who are being separated, and
surround them with your love. Comfort those who are afraid and caught in the midst of uncertainty.
Provide for those in the middle of all that is happening—grant them what they need for safety,
protection, and daily life. Remind leaders and all the world that we belong to one human family. Fill
every heart with hope, courage, and the assurance that no one is alone.

Healing: Healing & the Strength in the Fight Against
Lorene Yaros, Irene Yaros, Charlette Johnson, Cancer:
Lee Nelson, Vallery Steward, Bill Richards, John Curley, Anna Harris, Ashlyn, Jennifer
David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Olivera, Yates, Jaha Blackwell, Debra Lande
Jeffrey Forbar, Roy Mariano
Hope & strength:
Wholeness and well-being: The Douglas Family, Wilke Family, Haddad Family,
Marie Sorensen, Adelina, Deborah An Monahan, Luna Family
Thomas Richardson For all military people who are deployed or serving.
Trust in God’s mercy: In Loving Memory, candles are lit in
Kat Nelson, Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De remembrance of:

Arre, Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians Terry Douglas, Barbara “B” Wilke, George Haddad,
Martin Luna

If you would like to add, update, or remove a name, please contact the church office at
hlchurch.office@gmail.com or (323) 667-1212.
Names are generally kept on the list for one month, unless otherwise requested.

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
105t Year

We are a welcoming congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, committed to serving our community with faith, compassion, and hospitality.

Contact Us: Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com
Phone: (323) 667-1212 Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

HLC Schedule:
Worship Service — Every Sunday @ 10:00 AM
Food Pantry Delivery — Mondays 8:00 AM
Food Pantry Distribution — Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM



Just a Closer Walk with Thee (elw 697)

Just a Closer Walk with Thee
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Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant it, Je-sus,is my plea;
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter,Lord, who cares?
3 When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;
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I’ll be sat-is-fied as long as 1 walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.



