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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the death 
of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove the power of 
evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with all the “holy innocents” of 
past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In our gathering around word and 
meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of old. 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



Welcome To Worship 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love, 

Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation. 
 

Welcome 

We are delighted that you have joined us today. Take a 
deep breath, center yourself, meditate, sing, and 

participate at your own pace. Let the congregation and 
this bulletin guide you, and follow along as you can. Join 
us after the service for refreshments. We look forward to 
meeting you. Mask: If you aren’t feeling well, please wear 

a mask. With a little effort from everyone, we stay safe 
and healthy. 

Visitor 

We invite you to complete the attendance card located 
in the pew. You may also include prayer requests, 

concerns, and any other information you would like the 
church to be aware of. If you are interested in meeting 
with a pastor, learning more about our community, or 
becoming a member, please make a note on the card. 

Music 

If you don’t know a song, sing along as best you can, 
and don’t worry about getting it right—just praise. 

Children are Welcomed Here 

Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of 
crying, laughing, and talking are welcome in our church; 

these sounds are a true gift, reminding us of God’s 
presence. Children may find crayons and coloring 

sheets helpful during worship; they can be found in our 
narthex. 

Holy Communion 

The congregation will celebrate Holy Communion this 
morning. All are welcome. Wine, grape juice, and 

gluten-free bread are offered at the table. 

 
The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and 

intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community. 
Our congregation uses the paschal candle at the sanctuary's entrance as the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. It has 

traditionally been utilized as a light to the world. 

 
Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you. 

 
In Today’s Liturgy 

 
Minister: Ted Goulet, Lay Leader 

Assistant Minister: Karla Richards 
Lector: Bill Richards 

Organist: Michael Anderson 
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine 

_________________________________________ 
 

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
PRELUDE            Name 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable. 
 

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the 
infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



GATHERING SONG         What Child Is This (ELW 296) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
The congregation is invited to be seated.  

FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 
A reading from Isaiah. 
God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own presence brings salvation. The prophet and all who 
read these words join in celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely. 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 
because of all that the LORD has done for us and the great favor to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not act deceitfully,” 
and he became their savior in all their distress. 
It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 148 
Refrain: The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. R 

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
Praise the LORD, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created, 
 who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away. R 
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
 young men and maidens, old and young together. R 
Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah! R 
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18 
A reading from Hebrews. 
Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed for us. We do not fear death, because he has 
conquered the power of death. Thus Christ, our merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny of our lives. 

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children 
to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed 
to call them brothers and sisters, saying,  



 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
And again, “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again, “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
  Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear 
that he did not come to help angels but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become 
like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful 
high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 
Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 

 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the jealousy of Herod. 

Now after the magi had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get 
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother 
by night, and went to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
  When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and 
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had learned from the magi. Then what had been spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 

 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to 
the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 
Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through 
the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON             Ted Goulet, Lay Leader 



HYMN OF THE DAY           Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all who 
are in need. 

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the 
abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do likewise. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you, and the shining stars sing of your love. Where 
we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have broken. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer alongside 
us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your 
compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your hand. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your son 
Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort all 
who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we mourn, we offer 
thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and protection. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

For what else shall we pray for today?    We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared. 
 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in 
your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS               The congregation is invited to be seated. 
 

Special Music by Michael Anderson 
The usher will now pass the offering plate. 

OFFERING              Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to 
bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 
blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout 
for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made 
flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new 
and radiant vision of your glory, that, 
beholding the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
 

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are they who are called to His table."  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION SONG  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on 
your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your 
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING & SENDING FORTH 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG        Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 
 

Special Prayer: 
God of peace give leaders of nations the wisdom to 

choose peace over war and dialogue over conflict. For all 
families being separated. Comfort those who are fearful 

and caught in the middle. 
 

Healing: 
David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Olivera, Jeffrey 

Forbar, Roy Mariano 
 

Wholeness and well-being: 
Adelina, Deborah An Monahan, Thomas Richardson 

 
 
 
 

Trust in your mercy: 
Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De Arre, Zakaria, Karin 

Garcia, Arvik Rostamians 
 

Strength and healing in fighting cancers: 
Barbara “B” Wilke, Anna Harris, Ashlyn, Jennifer 

Yates, Jaha Blackwell, Debra Lande 
 

Hopefulness and strength: 
The Martinez Family, Ted & Kerman Family, The Terry 

family, The Pugh family, the Barnsdele Family,  
For all military people who are deployed or serving. 

 
Memorial Candles are lit in memory of: 

Walter V. Martinez, Will Terry, Elizabeth Kerman, 
David Lavan Pugh, Russell Barnsdele 

 

If anyone wants to add or re-add a name, please email or call our office. 
hlchurch.office@gmail.com  (323)667-1212 

Names typically remain on our list for a month, or they’re removed before by request. 
 

The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and 
intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community. 

Our congregation uses the paschal candle at the sanctuary's entrance as the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. It 
has traditionally been utilized as a light to the world. 
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