“Q/ Fifth Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 22, 2026

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The
prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in
the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die
with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome
the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.

Welcome
We are delighted that you have joined us today. Take a
deep breath, center yourself, meditate, sing, and
participate at your own pace. Let the congregation and
this bulletin guide you as you are able.
Please join us after the service for refreshments—we
look forward to meeting you.
Health Reminder: If you are not feeling well, please
consider wearing a mask. With a little effort from
everyone, we can stay safe and healthy together.

Visitor
We invite you to complete the attendance card located
in the pew. You may also include prayer requests,
concerns, or any other information you would like the
church to be aware of.

Music
If you don’t know a song, sing along as best you can, and
don’t worry about getting it right. Just praise!

Children are Welcomed Here
Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of
crying, laughing, and talking are welcome in our church;
they are a true gift and a reminder of God’s presence
among us.
Crayons and coloring sheets are available in the narthex
for children who would find them helpful during worship.

Holy Communion
We celebrate Holy Communion this morning. All are
welcome at the table. Wine, grape juice, and gluten-free
bread are available

The rainbow candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the
LG + community.

The Paschal candle at the entrance to the sanctuary symbolizes the welcoming light of Jesus Christ and has traditionally
been a sign of Christ as the Light of the World.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Rev. Toni Castafieda Carrera
Assistant Minister: Bill Richards
Lector: Tom Scott
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE Michael Anderson
The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.
Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us
the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



GATHERING SONG

We Are Marching in the Light: Siyahamba (ELW 866)
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,



we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167)
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

A reading from Ezekiel.
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land
through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.”

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” I answered, “O Lord GoOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GoD to these bones: 1
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to
come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that I am the LORD.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says
the Lord Gop: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy and say to
them: Thus says the Lord GobD: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am
the LORD when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 130
Refrain: I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. R

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;

O LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?

Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. r

I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.

My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.

O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.

For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins. R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

A reading from Romans.
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not
our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law indeed,
it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and
restores him to life.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was.



Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not
stumble because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble because the
light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I
am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be
all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad
I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes
in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out.
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the
Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not
tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe
that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in
him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Toni Castaneda Carrera

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.



HYMN OF THE DAY What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666)
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APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its

needs.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into us so
that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those who
restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity thrives.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all who live
in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so many.
Console any who weep and heal all who are sick.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized. Deepen
our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in your
power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.
Special Music by Michael Anderson
The usher will now pass the offering plate.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying;:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION SONG
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant  us peace.

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING & SENDING FORTH

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.




SENDING SONG
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759)
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love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
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trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.



Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer: Trust in your mercy:
God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De Arre,
to choose peace over war and dialogue over Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians
conflict. For all families being separated.
Comfort those who are fearful and caught in the Strength and healing in fighting cancers:
middle. Barbara “B” Wilke, Anna Harris, Ashlyn,
Jennifer Yates, Jaha Blackwell, Debra Lande
Healing:
Bill Richards, David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Hopefulness and strength:
Olivera, Jeffrey Forbar, Roy Mariano The Stuggs family, Secretan family
For all military people who are deployed or
Wholeness and well-being: serving.
Marie Sorensen, Adelina, Deborah An Monahan,
Thomas Richardson Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:

Tricia Stuggs, Rosemarie Secretan

If anyone wants to add or re-add a name, please email or call our office.
hlchurch.office@gmail.com (323)667-1212
Names typically remain on our list for a month, or they’re removed before by request.

7 - "-.‘5-;—‘;).--' . F‘::\[" = 7.’- S
FSa s %‘*’@“’*‘“5@ e

;;,‘* - “‘ = &"1 ST \"V:t

S HO TYWOOD LUTHERAN CHU REH;;

104t Year

We are a Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church congregation in America.
Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com Phone: (323)667-1212
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

Upcoming Calendar
Food Pantry Delivery Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution Wednesdays 11:00 am — 1:00 pm
Holden Service April 27, 2026 1:00 pm
Way of the Cross April 3. 2026 1:00 pm

EASTER LILIES 3N )
DONATION: $11.00 ' T
o d & 0 \ i
‘\3@ x In Honor Of:
AR InMemory Of:

W # Of Plants or Flower Bouquets:

1?

i Your Name:

(Plants & Flowers will be available to take home after the Easter service
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Have No Fear, Little Flock

Have No Fear, Little Flock (elw 764)
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1 Have no fear, Iit-tle  flock; have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit- tle  flock; have good cheer, lit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; praise the  Lord high a
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king - dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, lit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord  high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!




