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2/ Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 7, 2025

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and
make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of
Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially
the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with
the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in
the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.




Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.

Welcome Music
We are delighted that you have joined us today. Take a If you don’t know a song, sing along as best you can,
deep breath, center yourself, meditate, sing, and and don’t worry about getting it right—just praise.

participate at your own pace. Let the congregation and

this bulletin guide you, and follow along as you can. Join Children are Welcomed Here

us after the service for refreshments. We look forward to Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of
meeting you. Mask: If you aren’t feeling well, please wear crying, laughing, and talking are welcome in our church;
a mask. With a little effort from everyone, we stay safe these sounds are a true gift, reminding us of God’s
and healthy. presence. Children may find crayons and coloring
Visi sheets helpful during worship; they can be found in our
isitor
narthex.

We invite you to complete the attendance card located

in the pew. You may also include prayer requests, Holy Communion

concerns, and any other information you would like the The congregation will celebrate Holy Communion this
church to be aware of. If you are interested in meeting morning. All are welcome. Wine, grape juice, and
with a pastor, learning more about our community, or gluten-free bread are offered at the table.

becoming a member, please make a note on the card.

The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and
intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.
Our congregation uses the paschal candle at the sanctuary's entrance as the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. It has
traditionally been utilized as a light to the world.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Rev. Toni Castafieda Carrera
Assistant Minister: Karla Richards
Lector: Tom Scott
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.




GATHERING SONG Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239)
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
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4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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pare a throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters yield.
of his grace to_en - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

A reading from Isaiah.
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will
reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

or decide by what his ears hear,
but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Refrain: May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. r

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;

that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

Let him defend the needy among the people,



rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. r
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. r

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

A reading from Romans.
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their
unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors and that the gentiles
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”;
and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”;
and again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles;

in him the gentiles shall hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a
powerful one who is to come.
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke
when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.””

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the
Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing
their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore, bear
fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more
powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and
will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (elw 240)
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: ~ let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com-ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

SERMON Rev. Toni Castaneda Carrera



HYMN OF THE DAY Fling Wide the Door (ELW 259)
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1 Fling wide the door, un - bar the gate; the King of glo - ry
2 He is the rock of our be - lief, the heart of mer - cy's
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scep - ter is his love - 1li - ness; he brings our sor - rows
hum - ble plac - es where he dwells. He is the right - ful
on our sor - rows shine your face, and let your Ho - ly
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to the earth. So raise a shout of ho - ly mirth and
to an end. Now glad - ly praise our king and friend, and
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us his, cre -
Spir - it guide our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong.
a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly name, from age to age the same!

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and
minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples.
God of grace, hear our prayer.




With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all
creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation will
mutually thrive.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one another.
We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches, and for
the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face of
grief, depression, or disease. Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical
procedures.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that divides.
In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the hope of the Holy
Spirit now and into the ages of ages.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.

Special Music pg.2 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus by Michael Anderson
The usher will now pass the offering plate.

OFFERING Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and
with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in

need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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high-est.  Bless-ed is he who comes in lhg. name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."”

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant  us peace.

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING FORTH & BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.




Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)

SENDING SONG
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1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:

God of peace give leaders of nations the wisdom
to choose peace over war and dialogue over
conflict. For all families being separated.
Comfort those who are fearful and caught in the
middle.

Healing:
David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Olivera,
Jeffrey Forbar, Roy Mariano

Wholeness and well-being:
Adelina, Deborah An Monahan, Thomas
Richardson

Trust in your mercy:
Will Terry, Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De
Arre, Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians

Strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Barbara “B” Wilke, Anna Harris, Ashlyn,
Jennifer Yates, Jaha Blackwell, Debra Lande

Hopefulness and strength:
The Hart family, the Barnsdele Family, For all
military people who are deployed or serving.

Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
David Hart, Russell Barnsdele

If anyone wants to add or re-add a name, please email or call our office.
hlchurch.office@gmail.com (323)667-1212

Names typically remain on our list for a month, or they’re removed before by request.

The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and
intentional welcome to the LGB Q)+ community.
Our congregation uses the paschal candle at the sanctuary's entrance as the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. It
has traditionally been utilized as a light to the world.

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
104t Year

We are a Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church congregation in America.
Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com Phone: (323)667-1212
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

Upcoming Calendar
Food Pantry Delivery Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution Wednesdays 11:00 am — 1:00 pm



COMMUNITY

PTING GIFTS
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA FLOWERS

It’s that time of year again.

This season, we’re doing things a little differently—and we’d love for you to be
part of it. If you’d like to bring a poinsettia plant to help decorate the altar as
we prepare for Christimas, please feel free to bring one or a couple.

Ted will be happy to place all the plants up front for everyone to enjoy.

If you choose to bring flowers, we’d love to know who they are honoring or remembering:

In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:

Your Name:

(Plants and flowers will be available to take home after the Christmas Day service.)



