‘Q/ 4th Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, June 21, 2026

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of rejection
from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring
stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though
we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and love make us a new
creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from worship to
witness to Christ in the world.
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.

Welcome—we're glad you're here. Take a breath, settle in, and participate at your own pace; let the
congregation and bulletin guide you. Join us after the service for refreshments—we’d love to meet you. If
you're not feeling well, please consider wearing a mask so we can keep one another safe.

Visitors are invited to complete the attendance card in the pew and share any prayer requests or concerns.
Sing as you're able—just praise, no need to be perfect. Children are a joyful part of worship; their sounds are
welcome, and crayons and coloring sheets are available in the narthex. We celebrate Holy Communion
today—all are welcome, with wine, grape juice, and gluten-free bread available.

The rainbow candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional
welcome to the LGB Q)+ community.

The Paschal candle at the entrance to the sanctuary symbolizes the welcoming light of Jesus Christ and has
traditionally been a sign of Christ as the Light of the World.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Rev. Toni Castafieda Carrera
Assistant Minister: Karla Richards
Lector: Bill Richards
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and
not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except
that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




GATHERING SONG

We Know That Christ Is Raised (ELW 449)
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1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and grows
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Em-braced by death, he  broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with him an Eas - ter life,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’s new bod - y takes on flesh and blood.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the

+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Tn peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the pecace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the pecace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167)
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13

A reading from Jeremiah.
Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that
God will be a strong protector against his enemies and commits his life into God’s hands.

O LoRrD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed;
you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.
For whenever I speak, I must cry out;
I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.
If I say, “I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,”
then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;
I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.
For I hear many whispering;:
“Terror is all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends are watching for me to stumble.
“Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him and take our revenge on him.”
But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten.
O LorbD of hosts, you test the righteous;
you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause.

Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18
Refrain ( R ): Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind.

Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach, and shame has covered my face.
I have become a stranger to my own kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.
Zeal for your house has eaten me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
I humbled myself with fasting, but that was turned to my reproach. R
Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind;
in your great compassion, turn to me.
Hide not your face from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for I am in distress.
Draw near to me and redeem me;
because of my enemies deliver me. R



SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11

A reading from Romans.
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have been made new in Christ through his
death and resurrection to live freed from sin.

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? By no means! How can we who died to
sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might
be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if
we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he
died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God. You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he assures them that they need not
fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.

Jesus said to the twelve: “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; it is enough
for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!

“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing secret
that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul;
rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are
all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

“Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father
in heaven, but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a sword.

For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is
not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will
find it.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ. The congregation is invited to be seated.



SERMON Rev. Toni Castanieda Carrera

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.

HYMN OF THE DAY O God, My Faithful God (ELW 806)
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strengthto do with read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seemsdark and cheer-less;
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by sin.
what - ev - er I  have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest 1 of - fend the weak.

and, by your Spir - it’s might, to live at peace with all.

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake. Strengthen your
church to follow you in the face of difficulty.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating birds, endangered
species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your creation.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with marginalized identities to
whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring an end to oppression and bigotry in all
forms.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. Comfort those
experiencing any sort of illness or suffering.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially for fathers and
father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray for all for whom this day is
difficult or painful.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Faithful God, we give thanks for saints who have claimed their baptismal promises. May we follow
their example of faith and service.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God,
through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass the offering plate.
Special Music by Michael Anderson

OFFERING Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

0 re——

|
| A 1 ! T T f Zemmem ) T | oozl ]

P 1 | | I | — I — 1 1 |
é.J I l 'l E l ﬁqﬁ%ﬁﬁ

Let the vine -yards be  fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

e ]

bless -ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that

1 1 1 N 1 & 1 e |
& t ] p—re

we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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take a - way the sin of the world;  grant us peace.

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and
to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING & SENDING FORTH

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The God of all grace *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 812)
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1 Faith of our fa - thers, liv - ing still in spite of dun - geon,
2 The mar-tyrs, chained in pris - ons dark, were still in heart and
3 Faith of our fa - thers! We will love both friend and foe in
(") , . ,
. e s g T T 1+ [ T+ 1 1]
RD)—6—4 o o = J—d——d—.}—d— 1—a <
fire, and sword. Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
con - science free; and blestwould be their chil - dren’s fate
all our strife; pro - claim thee too, as love  knows how,
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ho - ly faith, we will be true to thee till death.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.



Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:

God of peace, we ask you to guide the leaders of all nations with wisdom and compassion, that they may
choose peace over war and dialogue over conflict. Hold close all families who are being separated, and
surround them with your love. Comfort those who are afraid and caught in the midst of uncertainty. Provide
for those in the middle of all that is happening—grant them what they need for safety, protection, and daily
life. Remind leaders and all the world that we belong to one human family. Fill every heart with hope,
courage, and the assurance that no one is alone.

Healing: Healing & the Strength in the Fight Against
Lorene Yaros, Irene Yaros, Charlette Johnson, Lee Cancer:
Nelson, Vallery Steward, Bill Richards, David Anna Harris, Ashlyn, Jennifer Yates, Jaha Blackwell,
Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Olivera, Jeffrey Forbar, Debra Lande
Roy Mariano
Hope & strength:
Wholeness and well-being: The Douglas Family, Wilke Family, Haddad Family,
Marie Sorensen, Adelina, Deborah An Monahan, Luna Family
Thomas Richardson For all military people who are deployed or serving.
Trust in God’s mercy: In Loving Memory, candles are lit in
Kat Nelson, Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De remembrance of:
Arre, Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians Terry Douglas, Barbara “B” Wilke, George Haddad,
Martin Luna

If you would like to add, update, or remove a name, please contact the church office at
hlchurch.office@gmail.com or (323) 667-1212.
Names are generally kept on the list for one month, unless otherwise requested.
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
105t Year

We are a welcoming congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, committed to serving our community with faith, compassion, and hospitality.

Contact Us: Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com
Phone: (323) 667-1212 Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

HLC Schedule:
Worship Service — Every Sunday @ 10:00 AM
Food Pantry Delivery — Mondays 8:00 AM
Food Pantry Distribution — Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM



This Is My Father's World (elw 824)

This Is My Father’s World
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1 This is my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther’s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’s world; [ rest me in the thought of
This is my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
This i1s my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord 1is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!




