Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 29, 2026

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and
humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ,
but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into
our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we
are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love
in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year,
anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work.
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.

Welcome Music
We are delighted that you have joined us today. Take a deep If you don’t know a song, sing along as best you can, and
breath, center yourself, meditate, sing, and participate at don’t worry about getting it right. Just praise!
your own pace. Let the congregation and this bulletin guide
you as you are able. Children are Welcomed Here
Please join us after the service for refreshments—we look Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of crying,
forward to meeting you. laughing, and talking are welcome in our church; they are a
Health Reminder: If you are not feeling well, please true gift and a reminder of God’s presence among us.
consider wearing a mask. With a little effort from everyone, Crayons and coloring sheets are available in the narthex for
we can stay safe and healthy together. children who would find them helpful during worship.
Visitor Holy Communion
We invite you to complete the attendance card located in We celebrate Holy Communion this morning. All are welcome
the pew. You may also include prayer requests, concerns, or at the table. Wine, grape juice, and gluten-free bread are
any other information you would like the church to be available
aware of.

The rainbow candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the
LG + community.

The Paschal candle at the entrance to the sanctuary symbolizes the welcoming light of Jesus Christ and has traditionally been a
sign of Christ as the Light of the World.
Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Ted Goulet, Lay Leader
Assistant Minister: Karla Richards
Lector: Phyllis Lundine
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ACCLAMATION
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on
the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience
to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.




PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will
find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything
to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.” This took place
to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:
“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you,
humble and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt and
put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went
ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.

Bless these branches and those who carry them.

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,

so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you;

through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.



PROCESSION

, Laud, and Honor (ELW 344)
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,

2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;

3 The mul - ti - tude of pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;

4 To you, be - fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.

5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,

0 | Refrain

Sy D | 1 | y y }
7 I . | [ i f . I I :
A A — 3 i { i I
J - v o & .
now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - o - dy we raise.
great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah.

The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact that he has been struck and spit upon.
This characteristic of the servant played an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and

resurrection of Jesus.

The Lord GoD has given me a trained tongue,
that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens, wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.

The Lord Gob has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious;
I did not turn backward.

I gave my back to those who struck me and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.

The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame;

he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me? Let us stand in court together.
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.
It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16
Refrain: Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. R

Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken pot. R
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, “You are my God.
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” r

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
A reading from Philippians.

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how God has made Christ lord over
all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the
community of Christ.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped, but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a cross.

Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name
that is above every other name, so that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Al-le -1lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Ylou h;:tlhe
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GOSPEL: Matthew 27:11-54

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new covenant in his blood may bring
forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recognize him to be the Son of God.

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the
Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did
not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against
you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly
amazed.

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone
whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner called Jesus Barabbas. So after
they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that
they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him,
“Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a
dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you
want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I
do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he
asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was beginning, he took
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood;
see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our
children!” So he released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be
crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they
gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and
after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand
and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him and
took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man
to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha which means Place of a Skull,
they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And
when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then
they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him,
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and
build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the
same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying,
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the
cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to,
for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.” ” The rebels who were crucified with him also taunted him in the
same way.



From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling
for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and
gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save
him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain
of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The
tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After
his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now
when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake
and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Ted Goulet, Lay Leader
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.
HYMN OF THE DAY O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (ELW 351)
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1 O sa - cred head,now wound-ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
2 How pale thou art with an - guish,with sore a - buse and  scorn;
3 What lan-guageshall I  bor - row to thank thee, dear - est friend,
4 Lord, be my con-so - la - tion; shield me when I must die;
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how does thy face now lan - guish, which once was bright as morn!
for this thy dy-ing sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?
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These eyes, new faith re - ceiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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Yet, though de-spised and gor - 'y, I joy to call thee mine.
mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion, but thine the dead - ly  pain.
Lord, let me nev-er, nev - er out - live my love to @ thee.

for all who die be-liev - ing die safe-ly in thy  love.



APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its
needs.

O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your church,
both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you offer in Jesus.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea, and plants
and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your saving love.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division everywhere, and build your beloved
community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they act with justice
and fairness.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing to all who, like Jesus, know the sting of
betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those experiencing pain or loss this day.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. Bless those
here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful departed who rest in
your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.

Special Music by Mario Hong (Ride on King Jesus by Hal Johston)
The usher will now pass the offering plate.
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.

You gather your people around the tree of the cross,
transforming death into life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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high -est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,

and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying;:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying;:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.



LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant  us peace.

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING & SENDING FORTH

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.




SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)
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bear on their brows the scal of him who died.
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praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - ry!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Trust in your mercy:
Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De Arre,
Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians

Special Prayer:

God of peace, give leaders of nations the wisdom
to choose peace over war and dialogue over
conflict. For all families being separated.
Comfort those who are fearful and caught in the
middle.

Strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Barbara “B” Wilke, Anna Harris, Ashlyn,
Jennifer Yates, Jaha Blackwell, Debra Lande

Healing:
Bill Richards, David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara
Olivera, Jeffrey Forbar, Roy Mariano

Hopefulness and strength:
The Stuggs family, Secretan family
For all military people who are deployed or

Wholeness and well-being: serving.

Marie Sorensen, Adelina, Deborah An Monahan,

Thomas Richardson Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:

Tricia Stuggs, Rosemarie Secretan

If anyone wants to add or re-add a name, please email or call our office.
hlchurch.office@gmail.com (323)667-1212
Names typically remain on our list for a month, or they’re removed before by request.

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
104t Year
We are a Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church congregation in America.

Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com Phone: (323)667-1212
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

Upcoming Calendar
Food Pantry Delivery Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution Wednesdays 11:00 am — 1:00 pm
Holden Service April 2m, 2026 1:00 pm
Way of the Cross April 374, 2026 1:00 pm

EASTER LILIES
DONATION: $11.00 -

In Honor Of:

" In Memory Of:

# Of Plants or Flower Bouquets:

i"i,a Your Name:

i
M (Plants & Flowers will be available to take home after the Easter service
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