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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were 
hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. 
God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not 
be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to 
build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word 
and deed. 



 
 

 
Welcome To Worship 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love, 
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation. 

Welcome—we’re glad you’re here. Take a breath, settle 
in, and participate at your own pace; let the 
congregation and bulletin guide you. Join us after the 
service for refreshments—we’d love to meet you. If 
you’re not feeling well, please consider wearing a mask 
so we can keep one another safe. 

Visitors are invited to complete the attendance card in 
the pew and share any prayer requests or concerns. Sing 
as you’re able—just praise, no need to be perfect. 
Children are a joyful part of worship; their sounds are 
welcome, and crayons and coloring sheets are available 
in the narthex. We celebrate Holy Communion today—
all are welcome, with wine, grape juice, and gluten-free 
bread available.

 
The rainbow candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the 

LGBTQ+ community. 
 

The Paschal candle at the entrance to the sanctuary symbolizes the welcoming light of Jesus Christ and has traditionally 
been a sign of Christ as the Light of the World. 

 

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you. 

 
In Today’s Liturgy 

 
Minister: Rev. Toni Castañeda Carrera 

Assistant Minister: Ted Goulet 
Lector: Tom Scott 

Organist: Michael Anderson 
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine 

_________________________________________ 
 

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
PRELUDE            Michael Anderson 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable. 
 

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong 
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING SONG                  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (ELW 789) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 



God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. Amen. 
 

KYRIE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE         Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
The congregation is invited to be seated. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 
A reading from Isaiah. 
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s 
deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewnand to the quarry from which you were dug. 
Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, 
 for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 
For the LORD will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 

Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 
  my salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 
Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 138 
Refrain ( R ) : O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever.  

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth. R 
They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD. 
The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
You will make good your purpose for me; 
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
A reading from Romans. 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not 
molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of 
service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. Do not be 
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern 
what is the will of God what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith 
that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the 
same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in 
sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.       You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds 
with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in 
heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then 
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.         The congregation is invited to be seated.  
 
SERMON                Rev. Toni Castañeda Carrera 
 

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable. 

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY          The Church's One Foundation (ELW 654) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
       the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 
creation. 

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and encourage your 
faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the world. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—all reveal your 
glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have made. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing war, conflict, 
disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who struggle with 
addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they know they are not alone. 
Hear our prayers for all in need this day.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and talents of this 
congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as the body of Christ. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope of this 
promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For what else shall we pray for today?             We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS          The congregation is invited to be seated. 
 

The usher will now pass the offering plate. 
Special Music by Michael Anderson 

 

OFFERING                Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You 
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, 
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
 

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are they who are called to His table."  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
 

 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

 



COMMUNION SONG  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By 
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING & SENDING FORTH 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
  grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
  in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
  so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG            Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 812) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 
 

Special Prayer: 
God of peace, we humbly pray for your mercy. Guide the leaders of all nations with wisdom and compassion, that 

they may choose peace over conflict. Hold close families who are separated, comfort those who are afraid, and 
protect all who are caught in violence and uncertainty. Provide for their daily needs and keep them safe. Remind us 

that we are one human family, and fill every heart with hope, courage, and the assurance that no one is alone.  
 

Healing: 
Tanya, John Curley, Lorene Yaros, Irene Yaros, 

Charlette Johnson, Lee Nelson, Vallery Steward, Bill 
Richards, David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Olivera, 

Jeffrey Forbar, Roy Mariano 
 

Wholeness and well-being: 
Marie Sorensen, Adelina, Deborah An Monahan, 

Thomas Richardson 
 

Trust in God’s mercy: 
Kat Nelson, Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De Arre, 

Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians 
 

Healing &  the Strength in the Fight Against 
Cancer: 

 Anna Harris, Ashlyn, Jennifer Yates, Jaha 
Blackwell, Debra Lande 

 
Hope & strength: 

The Douglas Family, Wilke Family, Haddad Family 
For all military people who are deployed or serving. 

 
In Loving Memory, candles are lit in 

remembrance of: 
Lucille Walker, Terry Douglas, Barbara “B” Wilke, 

George Haddad 

 
If you would like to add, update, or remove a name, please contact the church office at hlchurch.office@gmail.com or 

(323) 667-1212. 
Names are generally kept on the list for one month, unless otherwise requested. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
105th Year 

 
We are a welcoming congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

committed to serving our community with faith, compassion, and hospitality. 
 

Contact Us: Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com 
Phone: (323) 667-1212 Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net 

 
HLC Schedule:  

Worship Service — Every Sunday @ 10:00 AM 
Food Pantry Delivery — Mondays  8:00 AM 

Food Pantry Distribution — Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons (elw 798) 
 
 

 


