Qf 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, September 6, 2026

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often
used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the
wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather
in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.

Welcome—we're glad you're here. Take a breath, settle Visitors are invited to complete the attendance card in the
in, and participate at your own pace; let the pew and share any prayer requests or concerns. Sing as
congregation and bulletin guide you. Join us after the you’re able—just praise, no need to be perfect. Children are
service for refreshments—we’d love to meet you. If a joyful part of worship; their sounds are welcome, and
you’re not feeling well, please consider wearing a mask crayons and coloring sheets are available in the narthex.

so we can keep one another safe. We celebrate Holy Communion today; all are welcome,

with wine, grape juice, and gluten-free bread available.

The rainbow candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional
welcome to the L.G + community.

The Paschal candle at the entrance to the sanctuary symbolizes the welcoming light of Jesus Christ and has traditionally
signified Christ as the Light of the World.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Rev. Toni Castafieda Carrera
Assistant Minister: Ted Goulet
Lector: Tom Scott
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.

Welcome. This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life
and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




GATHERING SONG Morning Has Broken (ELW 556)
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1 Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing;
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en,
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing,
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black-bird  has spo - ken like the first bird.
like the first dew - fall on the first grass.
born of  the one light E - den saw play!
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Praise for  the sing - ing! Praise for the morn - ing!
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den,
Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev - ‘ry morn - ing,
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Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet  pass.
God’s re - cre - a - tion of the new  day!
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the

+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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0 |
s
ey o
= i
For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167)
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

A reading from Ezekiel.

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people.
Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack
unnecessary.

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely
die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their
iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have
saved your life.

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins
weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them: As I live,
says the Lord Gob, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their
ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40
Refrain (R ) : I desire the path of your commandments.

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;

I shall keep it with all my heart.
Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.
Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain. r
Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;

give me life in your way.
Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you.
Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.
Behold, I long for your commandments;

by your righteousness enliven me. r

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

A reading from Romans.
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on
the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you
shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone; the day is
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us walk decently
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships
when one member has sinned against another-.

Jesus said to the disciples: “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when
the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened
to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector.
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. The congregation is invited to be seated.
SERMON
You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.
HYMN OF THE DAY Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling (ELW 608)
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2 Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus 1is plead-ing, plead -ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom -ised for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,

you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer -cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned, he has mer-cy and par - don,
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watch-ing for you and for me.

mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!

par - don for you and for me.
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Je -sus is call-ing, call-ing, “O  sin- ner, come home!”



APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you give us.
Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect grasslands,
marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish gain and
toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships, failing
health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and grace. Reconcile
us to each other, making your good news known even through our imperfections.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness of your
salvation for all who have gone before us.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers _from the congregation to be shared.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass the offering plate.
Special Music by Michael Anderson



OFFERING Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING PREFACE
. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
ililedL;)f;iobfmyill:h }(;(:;L should at all times and in all places give thanks
- you. and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

Lift up your hearts. through our Savior Jesus Christ;

We lift them to the Lord. who on this day overcame death and the grave,

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the

It is right to give our thanks and praise. way of everlasting life. ,
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
COMMUNION SONG I Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485)
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COMMUNION SONG Bl I Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485)
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You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and
to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING & SENDING FORTH

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins  for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er [ have made you mine for-ev - er.

Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en,  at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
105t Year

We are a welcoming congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
committed to serving our community with faith, compassion, and hospitality.

Contact Us: Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com
Phone: (323) 667-1212 Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

HLC Schedule:
Worship Service — Every Sunday @ 10:00 AM
Food Pantry Delivery — Mondays 8:00 AM
Food Pantry Distribution — Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM



Please offer your prayers thrdughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:

God of peace, we humbly pray for your mercy. Guide the leaders of all nations with wisdom and compassion, that
they may choose peace over conflict. Hold close families who are separated, comfort those who are afraid, and
protect all who are caught in violence and uncertainty. Provide for their daily needs and keep them safe. Remind us
that we are one human family, and fill every heart with hope, courage, and the assurance that no one is alone.

Healing: Healing & the Strength in the Fight Against
Tanya, John Curley, Lorene Yaros, Irene Yaros, Cancer:
Charlette Johnson, Lee Nelson, Vallery Steward, Bill Anna Harris, Ashlyn, Jennifer Yates, Jaha Blackwell,
Richards, David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Olivera, Debra Lande
Jeffrey Forbar, Roy Mariano
Hope & strength:
Wholeness and well-being: For all military people who are deployed or serving.
Marie Sorensen, Adelina, Deborah An Monahan,
Thomas Richardson In Loving Memory, candles are lit in
remembrance of:
Trust in God’s mercy: Remembering all who have passed this year.

Kat Nelson, Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De Arre,
Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians

If you would like to add, update, or remove a name, please contact the church office at hlchurch.office@gmail.com or
(323) 667-1212.
Names are generally kept on the list for one month, unless otherwise requested.

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (elw 623)
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3 Noth-ing in my hand [ bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res- pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when [ soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or [ die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.



