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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the 
judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-
seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and 
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 



 
 

Welcome To Worship 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love, 

Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation. 
 

Welcome—we’re glad you’re here. Take a breath, settle 
in, and participate at your own pace; let the 

congregation and bulletin guide you. Join us after the 
service for refreshments—we’d love to meet you. If 

you’re not feeling well, please consider wearing a mask 
so we can keep one another safe. 

Visitors are invited to complete the attendance card in the 
pew and share any prayer requests or concerns. Sing as 

you’re able—just praise, no need to be perfect. Children are 
a joyful part of worship; their sounds are welcome, and 

crayons and coloring sheets are available in the narthex. We 
celebrate Holy Communion today—all are welcome, with 

wine, grape juice, and gluten-free bread available.

The rainbow candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional welcome to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

 
The Paschal candle at the entrance to the sanctuary symbolizes the welcoming light of Jesus Christ and has traditionally 

been a sign of Christ as the Light of the World. 
 

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you. 

 
In Today’s Liturgy 

 
Minister: Ted Goulet, Lay Leader 

Lector: Phyllis Lundine 
Organist: Michael Anderson 

Cantor: Phyllis Lundine 
_________________________________________ 

 

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
PRELUDE            Michael Anderson 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable. 
 

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of 
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING SONG        All Creatures, Worship God Most High! (ELW 835) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
KYRIE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE        Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
The congregation is invited to be seated.  

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
A reading from Genesis. 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him. You intended to do me 
harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, 
saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime 
of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of 
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also 
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will 
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 103:8-13 
Refrain ( R ): LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy.  

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD. R 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
A reading from Romans. 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in 
worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and 
will judge each of us. 

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those 
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has 
welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that 
they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be 
fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those 
who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the 
Lord and give thanks to God. 
  For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and 
if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to 
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
  Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 



sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.    You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the 
unlimited mercy of God. 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I 
forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven 
times. 
  “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought 
to him, and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children 
and all his possessions and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his 
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to 
their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! 
I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 
would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.         The congregation is invited to be seated.  
 
SERMON               Ted Goulet, Lay Leader 
 

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                 I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
       the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us. 

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to embody 
the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms and 
ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to them. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who feel 
bound by their failures. Remember your children in need.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to 
welcome others for your honor and glory.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember all those 
who have gone before us.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

For what else shall we pray for today?             We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we 
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS          The congregation is invited to be seated. 

 
The usher will now pass the offering plate. 

Special Music by Michael Anderson 
 

OFFERING                      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself 
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
 
"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  

Blessed are they who are called to His table."  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By 
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING & SENDING FORTH 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG          On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 
 

Special Prayer: 
God of peace, we humbly pray for your mercy. Guide the leaders of all nations with wisdom and compassion, that 

they may choose peace over conflict. Hold close families who are separated, comfort those who are afraid, and 
protect all who are caught in violence and uncertainty. Provide for their daily needs and keep them safe. Remind us 

that we are one human family, and fill every heart with hope, courage, and the assurance that no one is alone.  
 

Healing: 
Tanya, John Curley, Lorene Yaros, Irene Yaros, 

Charlette Johnson, Lee Nelson, Vallery Steward, Bill 
Richards, David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Olivera, 

Jeffrey Forbar, Roy Mariano 
 

Wholeness and well-being: 
Marie Sorensen, Adelina, Deborah An Monahan, 

Thomas Richardson 
 

Trust in God’s mercy: 
Kat Nelson, Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De Arre, 

Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians 

Healing &  the Strength in the Fight Against 
Cancer: 

 Anna Harris, Ashlyn, Jennifer Yates, Jaha Blackwell, 
Debra Lande 

 
Hope & strength: 

For all military people who are deployed or serving. 
 

In Loving Memory, candles are lit in 
remembrance of: 

Remembering all who have passed this year. 

 
If you would like to add, update, or remove a name, please contact the church office at hlchurch.office@gmail.com or 

(323) 667-1212. 
Names are generally kept on the list for one month, unless otherwise requested. 

 

 
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

105th Year 
 

We are a welcoming congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
committed to serving our community with faith, compassion, and hospitality. 

 
Contact Us: Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com 

Phone: (323) 667-1212 Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net 
 

HLC Schedule:  
Worship Service — Every Sunday @ 10:00 AM 

Food Pantry Delivery — Mondays  8:00 AM 
Food Pantry Distribution — Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jesus Loves Me! (elw 595) 

 

 


