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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the 
light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. 
Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. 
The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly 
shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of 
Christ with the whole world. 



Welcome To Worship 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love, 

Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation. 
 

Welcome 

We are delighted that you have joined us today. Take a 
deep breath, center yourself, meditate, sing, and 

participate at your own pace. Let the congregation and 
this bulletin guide you, and follow along as you can. Join 
us after the service for refreshments. We look forward to 
meeting you. Mask: If you aren’t feeling well, please wear 

a mask. With a little effort from everyone, we stay safe 
and healthy. 

Visitor 

We invite you to complete the attendance card located 
in the pew. You may also include prayer requests, 

concerns, and any other information you would like the 
church to be aware of. If you are interested in meeting 
with a pastor, learning more about our community, or 
becoming a member, please make a note on the card. 

Music 

If you don’t know a song, sing along as best you can, 
and don’t worry about getting it right—just praise. 

Children are Welcomed Here 

Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of 
crying, laughing, and talking are welcome in our church; 

these sounds are a true gift, reminding us of God’s 
presence. Children may find crayons and coloring 

sheets helpful during worship; they can be found in our 
narthex. 

Holy Communion 

The congregation will celebrate Holy Communion this 
morning. All are welcome. Wine, grape juice, and 

gluten-free bread are offered at the table. 

 
The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and 

intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community. 
Our congregation uses the paschal candle at the sanctuary's entrance as the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. It has 

traditionally been utilized as a light to the world. 

 
Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you. 

 
In Today’s Liturgy 

 
Minister: Rev. Toni Castañeda Carrera 
Assistant Minister: Bill Richards 

Lector: Marie Sorensen 
Organist: Michael Anderson 

Cantor: Phyllis Lundine 
_________________________________________ 

 
Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
PRELUDE           Michael Anderson 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable. 
 

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



GATHERING SONG                Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
The congregation is invited to be seated. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
A reading from Isaiah. 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. 
While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will do this! 

The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied exultation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 96 
Refrain: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. R 

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods. R 
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD. R 
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge            
the peoples with equity.” 



Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 
You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth. R 
 
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 
A reading from Titus. 
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present we live wisely and 
justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14  
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her 
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.  

  Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, 
for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:  
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH          Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (elw 240) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON            Rev. Toni Castañeda Carrera 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 



was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all 
who are in need. 

Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth together before the 
manger that you have made a throne. Unite the church in love as we rejoice in the news of 
your coming. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Join our voices with the 
roaring seas, the exulting fields, and the trees of the forest singing for joy on this holy night. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. Empower our hands, feet, and 
hearts with your Spirit to shatter the rod of the oppressor and turn swords into plowshares . 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. Send us into the world 
to find your Word made flesh in one another, especially those who are sick or struggling. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Sustain housing and clothing ministries 
in this community, that all find shelter and warmth. We pray especially for youth seeking 
safety and care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed. Grant all who mourn hope in the 
resurrection and peace in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

For what else shall we pray for today?   We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared. 
 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting 
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 



PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS              The congregation is invited to be seated. 
 

Special Music by Michael Anderson 
The usher will now pass the offering plate. 

 

OFFERING            Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor 
to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them 
be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we 
shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made 
flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new 
and radiant vision of your glory, that,  
beholding the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 



Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
 

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are they who are called to His table."  

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on 
your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your 
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING & SENDING FORTH 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG            Silent Night, Holy Night!: Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! (ELW 281) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

 
Special Prayer: 

God of peace give leaders of nations the wisdom to choose 
peace over war and dialogue over conflict. For all families 

being separated. Comfort those who are fearful and caught in 
the middle. 

 
Healing: 

David Conrad, Scott Aries, Amara Olivera, Jeffrey Forbar, 
Roy Mariano 

 
Wholeness and well-being: 

Adelina, Deborah An Monahan, Thomas Richardson 
 
 
 
 

Trust in your mercy: 
Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De Arre, Zakaria, Karin 

Garcia, Arvik Rostamians 
 

Strength and healing in fighting cancers: 
Barbara “B” Wilke, Anna Harris, Ashlyn, Jennifer 

Yates, Jaha Blackwell, Debra Lande 
 

Hopefulness and strength: 
The Martinez family, Ted & Kerman Family, The Terry 

family, The Pugh family, the Barnsdele Family,  
For all military people who are deployed or serving. 

 
Memorial Candles are lit in memory of: 

Walter Martinez, Will Terry, Elizabeth Kerman, David 
Lavan Pugh, Russell Barnsdele 

 
If anyone wants to add or re-add a name, please email or call our office. hlchurch.office@gmail.com  (323)667-1212 

Names typically remain on our list for a month, or they’re removed before by request. 
 

The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and 
intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community. 

Our congregation uses the paschal candle at the sanctuary's entrance as the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. It has traditionally been 
utilized as a light to the world. 

 

 

 

 

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
104th Year 

 
We are a Southwest California Synod Evangelical 

Lutheran Church congregation in America. 
Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com Phone: 

(323)667-1212 
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net 

 
Upcoming Calendar 

Food Pantry Delivery Mondays 8:00 am 
Food Pantry Distribution Wednesdays 11:00 am – 

1:00 pm 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve Hybrid Service of Lessons 
and Carols  

Wednesday, December 24th at 5:00 pm 
 

Join us for our service of Lessons & Carols, as we 
welcome the light of Christ into our homes and 

into the world!   
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