Wollyweed,
QNI

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 3, 2026

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that
he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to
share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim
the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen
Christ—our way, our truth, our life.




Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.

Welcome—we're glad you're here. Take a breath, Visitors are invited to complete the attendance card in
settle in, and participate at your own pace; let the the pew and share any prayer requests or concerns. Sing
congregation and bulletin guide you. Join us after as you're able—just praise, no need to be perfect.

the service for refreshments — we’d love to meet Children are a joyful part of worship; their sounds are
you. If you're not feeling well, please consider welcome, and crayons and coloring sheets are available
wearing a mask so we can keep one another safe. in the narthex. We celebrate Holy Communion today—

all are welcome, with wine, grape juice, and gluten-free
bread available.

The rainbow candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and intentional
welcome to the LGB Q)+ community.

The Paschal candle at the entrance to the sanctuary symbolizes the welcoming light of Jesus Christ and has
traditionally been a sign of Christ as the Light of the World.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Rev. Toni Castafleda Carrera
Assistant Minister: Bill Richards
Lector: Tom Scott
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God.

PRELUDE Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you command
and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where
true joy is found; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen



GATHERING SONG

My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759)
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I My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 ftread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while I pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav-ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a  liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, mnor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167)
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.



FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

A reading from Acts.
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word. Stephen
does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he became the first martyr of the faith.

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at
the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against
him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats
at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Refrain: (R) Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit.

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength. R
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” R

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

A reading from 1 Peter.
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously
celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and
like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and

“A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;

once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he
promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

Jesus said to the disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In
my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you
to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in
me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then
believe because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also
do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. The congregation is invited to be seated.
SERMON Rev. Toni Castafieda Carrera

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.



HYMN OF THE DAY I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa - tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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cit - y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.
APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for
the needs of all creation.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, deacons,
pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys. Protect
all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.



God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of peace and
justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates
for those who seek refuge and assistance.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in need, and
comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this
world.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness to your
love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend worship today. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are never separated
from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word
and deed.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.

The usher will now pass the offering plate.
Special Music by Michael Anderson

OFFERING g
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we

should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the
true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away

our sin;

who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has

brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea

and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION SONG
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

You are invited to stand, as you are able or as you feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood
of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will
give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

BLESSING & SENDING FORTH

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! (ELW 382)
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our vic - to - rious head!

1 Christis ris-en! Al - le - lu-ia! Ris - en
2 Christ is ris-en! All the sad-ness of our Lent-en fast is o’er;
3 Christis ris-en! All the sor-row that last eve-ning round him lay
4  Christ is ris-en! Hence-forthnev-er death or hell shall us en - thrall.
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through the o - pen gates of glad-ness he re-turnsto  life once more;
now has found a glo-rious mor-row in the ris-ing of to - day.
We are Christ’s,in him for - ev - er we have tri-umphedo - ver all.

]

|
@'l;bl 5 - e ——— o — | —
® - I u | o o ]
o | i . & = | &
- T ‘ - ] -

Grate-ful - ly our hearts a - dore him as his light once more ap - pears;
death and hell be - fore him bend-ing see himrise, the vic - tor now,

See the grave its first-fruits giv - ing, spring-ing up from ho - ly ground;
All  the doubt-ing and de - jec - tion of  our trem-bling hearts have ceased;

0 1 . . ;
Yy DL I L f I I N Il | f
@ b P E— - — T I — ] o J[ I
o o { A } &
bow - ing down in joy be-fore him, ris - ing up from griefs and tears.
an - gels on his steps at-tend-ing, glo - ry round his wound-ed brow.
Christ was dead, but now is liv-ing; he was lost, but he is found.
hail the day of res-ur-rec-tion! Let us rise and keep the feast.
Refrain
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Sing his prais-es! Al -le - lu-ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.




Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:

God of peace, we ask you to guide the leaders of all nations with wisdom and compassion, that they may
choose peace over war and dialogue over conflict. Hold close all families who are being separated, and
surround them with your love. Comfort those who are afraid and caught in the midst of uncertainty. Provide
for those in the middle of all that is happening—grant them what they need for safety, protection, and daily
life. Remind leaders and all the world that we belong to one human family. Fill every heart with hope,
courage, and the assurance that no one is alone.

Healing: Healing & the Strength in the Fight Against
Irene Yaros, Charlette Johnson, Lee Nelson, Cancer:
Vallery Steward, Bill Richards, David Conrad, Barbara “B” Wilke, Anna Harris, Ashlyn, Jennifer
Scott Aries, Amara Olivera, Jeffrey Forbar, Roy Yates, Jaha Blackwell, Debra Lande
Mariano
Hope & strength:
Wholeness and well-being: The Haddad Family, Luna Family, Stubbs Family
Marie Sorensen, Adelina, Deborah An Monahan, For all military people who are deployed or serving.

Thomas Richardson
In Loving Memory, candles are lit in
Trust in God’s mercy: remembrance of:
Kat Nelson, Tamara Olivera & Alonzo Perez De George Haddad, Martin Luna, Tricia Stubbs
Arre, Zakaria, Karin Garcia, Arvik Rostamians

If you would like to add, update, or remove a name, please contact the church office at
hlchurch.office@gmail.com or (323) 667-1212.
Names are generally kept on the list for one month, unless otherwise requested.

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
105t Year

We are a welcoming congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, committed to serving our community with faith, compassion, and hospitality.

Contact Us: Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com
Phone: (323) 667-1212 Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

HLC Schedule:
Worship Service — Every Sunday @ 10:00 AM
Food Pantry Delivery — Mondays 8:00 AM
Food Pantry Distribution — Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM



Beautiful Savior

Beautiful Savior (ELW 838)
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I Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair 1s the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na -  tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus 18 fair - er, Je - sus 18 pur - er,
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Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!




