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Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 30, 2025

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and
whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the
merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . .
the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy
are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God’s Word of Love,
Grace, Mercy, and Justice to our homes, congregation, city, and all creation.

Welcome

We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing,

and center yourself. Let the congregation and this bulletin

guide you and follow along as you can. Join us after the
service for refreshments. We look forward to meeting
you. Mask: we ask that if you aren’t feeling well or have a
cold or cough, please wear a mask. It takes a little effort
from everyone to stay safe and healthy.

Visitor

Please complete the attendance card located in the pew.
You may also include prayer requests, concerns, and
other information you want the church to know. If you
are interested in meeting with the pastor, learning more
about our community, or becoming a member, please
make a note on the card.

Music

If you don’t know a song, sing along as you can, and
don’t worry about getting it right. Just praise.

Children are Welcomed Here

Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of
crying, laughing, and talking are welcome in our church;
these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s
presence. Children may find crayons and coloring
sheets helpful during worship; you can find some in our
narthex.

Holy Communion

The congregation will celebrate Holy Communion this

morning. All are welcome, no matter their background.

Wine, grape juice, and gluten-free bread are offered at
the table.

Join us after the service for refreshments in Hoick Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

PRELUDE

Michael Anderson

The congregation is invited to stand as they can or feel comfortable.

Welcome, This Morning Worship Service Begins With
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By
our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

In Today’s Liturgy

Minister: Ted Goulet, Ley Leader
Assistant Minister: Karla Richards
Lector: Phyllis Lundine
Organist: Michael Anderson
Cantor: Phyllis Lundine

Plants and Flowers are given to the glory of God



GATHERING SONG Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807)
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I’'m con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and | hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.

let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God,;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may [ still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cuc me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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I peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
0
2 i
S e 77 1l
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167)
Refrain
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Now the feast and cel - e - bra-tion, all of cre - a - tion
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sings for joy to the God of life and love and free-dom;

praiseand glo-ry for - ev - er -  more!

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is invited to be seated.



FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12

A reading from Joshua.
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the miraculous manna that had
sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically ended their forty years of wilderness wandering at Gilgal.

The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so
that place is called Gilgal to this day.

While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna;
they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 32
Refrain: Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD. r

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!
Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile! r
While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all day long.
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. r
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; shout for joy, all who are true of heart. r

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

A reading from 2 Corinthians.

One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into newness. All mistakes, all
deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation
in the city of Corinth.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.



So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. The grace he receives is
beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who believes it is his obedience that has earned his
place in the father’s home.
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

So he told them this parable: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his
property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a
distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to
feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and
no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go
to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am
no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”” So he set off and
went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.” But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe the best one and put it on him;
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it and let us eat
and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And
they began to celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied,



‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back
safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to
plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like
a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a
young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back,
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” Then the
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost
and has been found.””

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Ted Goulet, Ley Leader
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.
HYMN OF THE DAY Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling (ELW 608)
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1 Soft - ly and ten-der - ly Je-sus is call - ing, call - ing  for
2 Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus is plead-ing, plead-ing  for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer -cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned, he has mer-cy and par- don,
Refrain
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watch-ing for you and for me
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me
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You who are wea-ry, come home.” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je -sus is call-ing, call-ing, “O  sin- ner, come home!”



APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.

God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ. As you reconcile us to
yourself, guide us also in your way of reconciliation, that through confession and forgiveness,
repentance and reparations, your church may bear witness to your love. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to places of drought and
sunshine to places of flooding so that the produce of the land may again support life. God, in
your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the human family. Give leaders
the courage to put aside pride and ego, to cease squandering lives and time, and to work for
the well-being of all. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of boundless love, receive any in need of compassion with open arms. Embrace all who
are far from home or estranged from loved ones and all who live with regret. Embolden your
people to offer and seek forgiveness. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of radical inclusion, widen human circles to welcome all who are excluded. Bless the
work of disability ministries, ministries by and with neurodivergent people, and
multicultural and ethnic-specific ministries that extend the welcome of Jesus to all. God, in
your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection life, welcome home all who have died. We thank You for their lives and
entrust them into Your keeping, where true reconciliation and eternal peace are found. God,
in your mercy,

receive our prayer.



For what else shall we pray for today? We invite prayers from the congregation to be shared.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS The congregation is invited to be seated.

Special Music by Michael Anderson
The usher will now pass the offering plate.

L8 Spring
D yow would like to. offer, Lily plants for the altar during the Eabter seruice,
pleabe complete the attached form at the end, of the bulletin and, submit it when the

Lollies $11.00

OFFERING Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-cer the hopes and drecams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in the name of the Lord.

Ho-san - na

in the high -

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying;:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are they who are called to His table."

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to or feel comfortable.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



SENDING FORTH

Almighty God, grant that your holy word, which has been proclaimed this day, may enter
into our hearts through your grace, that it may produce in us the fruit of the Spirit for
witness and service in the world and to the praise and honor of your name, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior, and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING SONG Soon and Very Soon (ELW 439)
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I Soon and ver - y soon
2 No more cry - in’ there, 5 B :
3 No more dy - in’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
4 Soon and ver - y soon
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soon and ver -y soon
Hal-le - lu - jah, hal-le - lu - jah, we’re goin’ to see the King!
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

Special Prayer:
God of peace gives leaders of nations the wisdom to choose peace over war and dialogue over conflict.
Comfort those in fear and caught in the middle of the conflict.

For healing:
Phyllis Lundine, Linda Florczyk, Faith Rossman, Paul Hohmann, Walter Cana’s

For wholeness and well-being:
Deborah An Monahan, David Hart, Thomas Richardson, Esther Olsen, Bill Reid, Emmett Richards, Bill Lortz,
Roy Stone
For trust in your mercy:
Arpik Rostamians, Sherry Bond & Family

For strength and healing in fighting cancers:
Sylvia Goulden, Anna Harris, Robin Ardinger,
Ashlyn (Raoul's niece), Jennifer Yates,

Will Terry, Jaha Blackwell,

Sam Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh

For hopefulness and strength:
Lew & Ellen Anthony, Wayne and Jane King Family.
For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country.

Memorial Candles are lit in memory of:
Wayne and Jane King, and all our past loved ones.

If anyone wants to add or re-add a name, please email or call our office. hlchurch.office@gmail.com (323)667-1212
Names typically remain on our list for a month, or they’re removed before by request.

The rainbow candelabra located on the altar serves as a reminder of this community’s inclusive and
intentional welcome to the LGBTQ+ community.

Our congregation uses the paschal candle at the sanctuary's entrance as the welcoming light of Jesus Christ. It
has traditionally been utilized as light to the world.

HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
104th Year

We are a Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church congregation in America.
Email: hlchurch.office@gmail.com Phone: (323)667-1212
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net

Upcoming Calendar
Food Pantry Delivery Mondays 8:00 am
Food Pantry Distribution Wednesdays 11:00 am — 1:00 pm
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The Old Rugged Cross Hymns for the Family of God 256
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1 On a hill far z-way stood an old rug-ged cross, The em-blem of
2 O that old rug-ged cross, so de-spised by the world, Has a won-drous at-
3 In the old rug-ged cross, stained with blood so di-vine, A won - drous
4 To the old rug-ged cross [ will ev - er be true, Its  shame and re -
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2 trac- tion for me; For the dear Lamb of God left His glo - ry a-bove
3 beau -ty I see; For'twas onthatold cross Je-sus suf-fered and died

4 proach glad-ly bear; Then He'll call me some day to my home far a-way,
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For a world of lost sin-ners was slain,

1
2 To bear it to dark Cal-va - ry. - =
3 To par-don and sanc-ti-fy me. So Il cher-ish the okd rug-ged

4 Where His glo - ry for-ev - er I'll share E
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old rug-ged cross, And ex=change it some day for a crown.
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EASTER LILY PLANTS OR FLOWERS
DONATION: $11.00
In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:

# Of Plants or Flower Bouquets:

Your Name:

(Plants & Flowers will be available to take home after Easter)



